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In 1896, the Olympic Games, a long-
lost tradition of ancient Greece, were
reborn in Athens 1,500 years after
being banned by Roman Emperor

Theodosius I. At the opening of the
Athens Games, King Georgios I of

Greece and a crowd of 60,000 spectators
welcomed athletes from 13 nations to

the international competition.
The first recorded Olympic Games were
held at Olympia in the Greek city-state
of Elis in 776 B.C., but it is generally

accepted that the Olympics were at least
500 years old at that time. The ancient

Olympics, held every four years,
occurred during a religious festival hon-

oring the Greek god Zeus. 
Pierre de Coubertin became IOC presi-
dent in 1896 and guided the Olympic

Games through its difficult early years,
when it lacked much popular support

and was overshadowed by world's fairs.
In 1924, the first truly successful

Olympic Games were held in Paris,
involving more than 3,000 athletes,

including more than 100 women, from
44 nations. The first Winter Olympic

Games were also held that year. In
1925, Coubertin retired. The Olympic
Games have come to be regarded as the
foremost international sports competi-

tion. 
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The difference between 
ordinary and extraordinary

is that little extra.
- Jimmy Johnson

“
”

TTIS, in association with Vaani, organised an Essay writing
Contest, through which contestants tried to explore the

world of people with hearing disabilities, the difficulties
they face and the hurdles they bravely overcome each day

of their lives. 

This cover story, is TTIS’ humble tribute to these 
Silent Winners.

SEE PAGES 12-15

DEAF
So

What?

Famous Deaf Persons
�� HELEN
KELLER was a
celebrated
American
author, activist
and lecturer.
She was the
first deaf/blind

person to graduate from col-
lege. When she was nineteen
months of age, an illness that
could be either scarlet fever or
meningitis left her deaf and
blind.

�� THOMAS ALVA EDISON was
an American inventor most

well-known to
the world for
the invention
of the light
bulb. The cause
of Edison's
deafness has
been attributed
to a bout of

scarlet fever during childhood
and recurring untreated middle
ear infections.

�� LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN,

one of the
world's greatest
musicians was
deaf. He began
to lose his hear-
ing in his late
twenties but
being deaf did

not hinder his being able to
enthral his audience with his
compositions.

�� MARLEE MATLIN is an
American actress, the youngest
and the only deaf actress to
win the Academy Award for
Best Actress in a Leading Role,
which she won for Children of a
Lesser God. She has been deaf
since she was 18 months old.

�� SATISH GUJRAL, deaf since
the age of
eight, is an
Indian painter,
sculptor, mural-
ist, graphic
designer and
architect and
was awarded
the Padma

Vibhushan in 1999.

�� FRANCISCO GOYA was a

Spanish roman-
tic painter and
printmaker
regarded both
as the last of
the Old
Masters and
the first of the

moderns. Goya was a court
painter to the Spanish Crown,
and through his works was
both a commentator on and
chronicler of his era. The sub-
versive and imaginative ele-
ment in his art, as well as his
bold handling of paint, provid-
ed a model for the work of later
generations of artists, notably
Manet, Picasso and Francis
Bacon. Modern physicians sus-
pect that the lead in his pig-
ments poisoned him and caused
his deafness since 1792.

�� LON CHANEY, SR. was an
American actor raised by deaf
parents. His upbringing
allowed him to better communi-
cate in silent film.

�� JOHNNIE RAY was an
American singer, songwriter,
and pianist. Ray developed a

unique rhythm based style. He
was partially deaf because of
an injury sustained at the age
of 13. He became deaf in his
right ear after an accident dur-
ing a Boy Scout event. He later
performed his music wearing a
hearing aid. Surgery performed
in New York in 1958, left him
almost completely deaf in both
ears, although hearing aids
helped his condition.

�� GERTRUDE EDERLE was an
American competitive swim-
mer. In 1926, she became the
first woman to swim across the

English
Channel. She
started swim-
ming when she
was only fif-
teen. From this
time Gertrude
began to break
and establish

more amateur records than any
other woman in the world.
Gertrude had poor hearing
since childhood due to measles,
and by the 1940s she was com-
pletely deaf.
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VAANI, Deaf Children's
Foundation

V AANI, Deaf Children's
Foundation is a registered
Trust and works towards

bringing language and communica-
tion into the lives of deaf children
and their families across India. It
currently functions in Assam,
Jharkhand, Meghalaya, Mizoram
and West Bengal.

It started its journey 6 years ago
with a vision to advocate for the
right of every deaf child to a full
and complete life with respect and
dignity. VAANI identifies and part-
ners NGOs working with deaf chil-
dren in different states across India
and builds up the capacity of these
organisations by supporting and
developing the services they pro-
vide. VAANI's role is that of a cata-
lyst. It collaborates with the families
of deaf children, the communities
that these families live in, and
organisations and local government
authorities operating in the region
to develop sustainable strategies for
these services. Apart from working
with deaf children, their families,
teachers and community workers,
VAANI also acts as an advocacy
body for the Rights of Deaf
Children in India.

TTIS &
VAANI Essay
Challenge

A couple of
m o n t h s
back, The

TTIS and VAANI
Essay Challenge
was organised. Over
75 imaginative
essays were penned
by students from 14
schools of Calcutta.
These enthusiasts
came from classes
VII, VIII and IX to
participate in the
TTIS and VAANI Essay Challenge
2011.

The topic was "Deaf…So What?"
and the focus, very clearly was on
encouraging students to think about
childhood and deafness.

It was nice to see the partici-
pants troop in way before the report-
ing time on a windy winter morn-
ing, the participative spirit very vis-
ible in their expressions. Soon, the
two classrooms of Frank Anthony
Public School (who were very gener-
ous in letting VAANI use the school
for the competition) were buzzing
with questions like, "When do we
start writing?" and "Do we really
have to stick to the word limit?" The
excitement was palpable.

After the registration was over,
all the participants trooped into one
of the classrooms, where Brinda
Crishna, Director, VAANI, delivered
the welcome address. She spoke to
the children about VAANI and
about deafness. "This is an effort by
VAANI to make you think about a
different world that exists out there.
Not to turn all of you into activists,
but to just make you realise that
there are children like you, whose
experiences are different, children
like you, who think differently
because of those experiences." She
spoke about the fact that, with the
idea of inclusive schools gaining
momentum in our times, VAANI

DEAF
So

What?

feels it necessary for children to
recognise and understand the
issues around being deaf. To create
an enabling environment for deaf
children to be included in the world
around them, it is very important
for their peers to be sensitive to the
cause of childhood deafness.

After an interactive session, it
was time to begin writing the
essays. Having come well prepared,
most participants finished their
essays much ahead of the allotted
time of one hour. Certificates were
distributed to all participants
because through the morning all of
them had turned into little "Friends
of VAANI".

By the time the essays were sort-
ed and sent off to our Panel of
Judges comprising eminent person-
alities from the literary field and
professionals from the disability
sector, it had been discovered that
judging was going to be tough.
Every participant had come well
prepared for the competition. It was
heartening to see that research met
imagination in the essays that were
submitted.

We would also like to make a spe-
cial mention of the following partic-
ipants:

Category I: Ahana Sengupta,
Our Lady Queen of the Missions
School, IX; Sritoma Paul, Gokhale
Memorial Girls' School, IX; Esha
Das, La Martiniere for Girls, IX

Category II: Gayatri Dutt, Our
Lady Queen of the Missions School,
VIII; Anwesha Biswas, Shri
Shikshatayan School, VIII; Revathy
Menon, Our Lady Queen of the
Missions School, VIII

Category III: Manya Verma,
Akshar School, VII

The participating schools includ-
ed: Akshar School, Apeejay School
Park Street, Bhawanipur Gujarati
Education Society School, Bhavan's
Gangabux Kanoria Vidyamandir,
Delhi Public School Megacity, Delhi
Public School Newtown, Gokhale
Memorial Girls' School, Julien Day
School, La Martiniere for Girls,
Lakshmipat Singhania Academy,
Modern High School for Girls, Our
Lady Queen of the Missions School,
Shri Shikshatayan School and
Sushila Birla Girl's School.

TTIS thanks Atreyee Kar,
Resource Management Officer,
VAANI, Deaf Children's Foundation
for her help in compiling this Cover
Story.

The results were declared on
16 January 2012 and follow-

ing are the names of the winners in each category
and what the final judge had to say about the essay:

Category I: Mayurakshi Acharya, Apeejay School,
Park Street, IX 
"A passionate and well-articulated plea to those who
hear to treat their deaf peers as equals."

Category II: Ashmita Roy, Modern High School for
Girls, VIII  
"Well argued essay on attitudes to deafness. I espe-
cially liked her pointing out the fallacy on the part of
the hearing community to judge as "progress" a deaf
person's ability to use their voices or lip read i.e. the
traditional tools of communication. Instead, she places
the onus on the hearing community to "listen" to them
and communicate with them on their terms."

Category III: Sumaiya Nadeem, Our Lady Queen of
the Missions, VII
"This is a great piece (and well written too). Through
the story of the dance competition, the writer is able to
establish the important insight that all it takes is sensi-
tive, imaginative collaboration between someone who
is deaf and someone who is not, for the two to share
the same world as peers. I also thought that the Harry
Potter association has been used very cleverly:
because of the names of the characters one expects
magic to be used in the competition. But the writer
shows that it's not supernatural interventions are
required - just the willingness to make an effort."

JUDGES-SPEAK

Photographs courtesy: VAANI
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Sumaiya Nadeem, VII, Our Lady Queen
of the Missions School

"Deaf…So what?" I asked, "You think she can't dance?"
"No," Draco replied "I think she can't hear." All his friends

guffawed loudly.
"Well, I'm going to make her," I challenged. "Really

Samantha?" he sneered. "We'll see that."
The subject of our conversation, Bella was looking horri-

fied as we left the room. I guess she had lip-read.
"What have you done? The competition is three weeks from

now," she groaned. The enormity of what I had just done
dawned upon me. Challenging Draco was no joke and if I lost,
he wouldn't let me hear the end of it.

"Don't worry, I know what I'm doing," I lied. "Meet me at my
house at two," I uttered.

My friend, Cedric, Tyler and Ashley reluctantly joined my
dance group and I started teaching Bella the dance steps from
that day itself. She was very passionate about dance and in a
few days she knew all the steps.

But the problem that faced us now was how was she to coor-
dinate the steps with the music. While we were pondering over
the solution to the problem, Ashley suddenly gave a cry of joy
and rushed to write something on a paper which she showed
to Bella. Her face broke into a grin and she walked over to the

stage.
Then, even before the music

started Ashley started clapping. It
wasn't the usual clapping. It was
more like she was giving a one sec-
ond gap between each time, her
hands met.

I got the trick. Now we were sup-
posed to show Bella the right steps to
go with the beat of our hands.

The day of the competition came.
Tyler was backstage with Bella and
he escorted her to the stage when
her name was called out. Bella
looked nervous. And then…

To the surprise of the entire sta-
dium three people sitting at the front
row now started clapping. It wasn't
the usual clapping. It was more like
they were giving a one second gap
between each time their hands met.

Bella danced beautifully. I got my
reward seeing her ecstatic face and
also my satisfaction on seeing
Draco's jaws drop.

Three weeks from the competi-
tion, the results were out. It was
then that I

found a sense of overwhelming pleas-
ure in Draco's sulky and morose face.

Bella was deaf…so what?

Ashmita Roy, VIII, Modern
High School for Girls

Imagine… You wake up to find the
alarm clock vibrating madly but
hear…nothing. The familiar sounds of
the whirring geyser, the cook humming
as she prepares your tiffin, grandma
softly chanting the morning prayers…
You have known them forever but they
aren't there. A silent world.

According to the dictionary, deaf-
ness is "the condition of being unable to
hear."

In mainstream society, we tend to
look upon deafness as a defect, we
applaud those who succeed in the hear-
ing world for overcoming a severe hand-
icap. We have a propensity to assume
that all deaf people will try to lip-read,

and admire those who use their voices to show us how far they
have come from the grips of their disability. Pitying looks,
hypocritical 'concerned' eyes and 'understanding' smiles seem
the right thing to do.

Well, that's where we are wrong - our role is not to give the
deaf a voice, it is to make sure that the voice already present
is not only heard but listened to. To accept them as our fellow
men, into our world and to lend a patient ear; of a friend.

Many deaf people have achieved prominence that greatly
exceeds others, the most renowned being deaf-blind American
author, Helen Keller, others include composer Ludwig van
Beethoven and Thomas Edison, inventor. Their's may have
been an only visual world, but just think, a man unable to hear
is responsible for the light shining in our homes today.

They were deaf too, so what?

Mayurakshi Acharya, IX, Apeejay School,
Park Street

He was deaf. He was deprived of the unique gift of hearing.
People around him wondered how he would go on. They won-
dered how he would carry on doing what he did. But he did,
and did it in style. He carved his name in gold in the almanac
of human civilisation. He was Ludwig van Beethoven. He was

deaf…so what?
Beethoven is one of the greatest musicians of all times

even though he was deaf. So why can't an average deaf guy live
his life the way he wants to? After all he does have the other
four senses which make one’s life worth living. Why can't soci-
ety accept him the way he is? He is a human being; he is like
us, isn't he? Maybe a little different but still one of us.

A child may show signs of deafness when he is a few years
old. There may also be people who lose their sense of hearing
as time passes by. The most important thing is to understand
him but without showing too much of compassion. Too much
compassion may discourage him.

Parents should try to understand the deaf child. They
should not be over protective. They should just let him live a
normal life and help build his confidence so that he can face
life.

Society should also learn to take in these people in its fold.
Society should treat him like a normal person, and treat him
with respect. They are a bit different but how does it matter?
This is what makes each and every individual different and
unique. This is what makes our society diverse.

There are also ways by which the deaf can overcome their
shortcoming. Medical help should be provided from the time
their deafness is detected. Hearing aids help out in this care.
There are special schools that teach children to communicate
with others. They want to talk, they want to be able to share
their thoughts and ideas with us. All they need is a person who
will listen to them, or rather, a person who will be willing to
listen to them. And it’s not hard to get what they say if we are
willing to lend our ears to them. They might not be able to talk
but they are no less creative, or imaginative or smart.

The main thing is to treat him like the child next to him - to
care for him, to listen to him, to talk to him, to let him live his
life the way he wants, to love him. This will make him confi-
dent about himself. The next time he looks at his image in the
mirror he can look into his own eyes and say "Deaf…So what?"

Deaf… So What? T H R E E  W I N N I N G  E S S A Y S

Sahani Parveen, VAANI

Rohit Sardar, VAANI

Safiur Rahman, VAANI

TTIS Page13.qxd  26/03/2012  6:13 PM  Page 1



COVER STORY The Telegraph in Schools  
Monday April 2- April 8  201214 Published from Calcutta

Deafness and Kids
A village school teacher decided to pay a

visit to a pupil's house. Very excited to see him
approaching the house, a little boy ran
to get a gift to greet him with. He
picked up a knife and chopped off a
branch from a flowering plant. The
mother, who saw the boy from her
kitchen window, was furious with the
boy for wrecking the plant, and rushed
out to reprimand the child. The child
was completely bewildered at the pun-
ishment being meted out by his moth-
er, as all he was doing was welcoming
his teacher. This little boy was deaf. He
had not been able to yell out an expla-
nation, and the mother, not knowing how to
communicate with her child, had not under-
stood.

Misunderstandings like this happen very
often in the daily life of a deaf child. Even
with a lot of patience and willingness to know

more, parents are not able to communicate
with their own children who are deaf, because
they do not know how to.

No one has explained to them, or given
them information to understand, the com-
plexities of deafness as a disability, so they do
not know how to support their children to
communicate or develop language. A majority
of deaf children grow up isolated within their
families, as their emotional and social needs
are ignored. Without proper nurturing, these
children could grow up to become adults with
many unresolved issues, unhappy and inse-
cure.

When parents find out that their child is deaf, they are traumatised. All parents want a
bright, healthy and "normal" child. The "why
me?" hits them hard. They are initially so
obsessed with self-pity and worry that they
forget that they need to focus on the child's
needs and not their own sorry state. But they
are human and the dilemma they go through
is understandable.

At this point, parents need to learn what a
deaf child CAN do and NOT what she/he can-
not do. They need to feel assured that with
proper education at an early age, their deaf

child will grow up into a
productive member of
society. They need to
believe that their deaf
child could get better
education and employ-
ment than them. Until
they develop faith in
their child, they cannot
help him/her.

A lot of companies
are more open to hiring
persons with disabili-
ties today. Armed with
proper education, guid-
ance and awareness, a
deaf person is as

employable as anyone else. It is well known
that companies like IBM, Infosys, Wipro, KFC,
Subway, etc. are 'equal opportunity' employ-
ers. What it takes is parents, teachers and
peers to be aware and willing to go that extra
mile to communicate with people who are
deaf.

Children who do not acquire oral language
can be trained to communicate using other
modes of communication. Either way, with
timely intervention, deaf children can per-
form at par with hearing children, as they are
not mentally inferior in any way.

Deafness is a communication prob-
lem. Let us call it a problem or even a
challenge; not a disability. Once we take
care of this problem or challenge, we
will be on our way. These are some of
the options for communication that are
available for deaf children.

Oral: Most parents prefer their
child to be able to speak and hear.
Doctors and speech therapists advice
them to try speech. Speech acquisition
and speech reading depends on a child's
residual hearing and talent in reading
lips. We do not have specific data, but a
very small percentage of profoundly
deaf children succeed in being able to
effectively function orally.

Cued Speech: This method incorpo-
rates cues to support oral input. Many

sounds look
alike on lips. The
cues help distin-
guish among
those look-alike
sounds (like pa,
ba, ma).

S i g n
L a n g u a g e :
Indian Sign
Language (ISL)
is a bonafide lan-
guage. It has its
own grammar,
vocabulary and
other compo-
nents of a lan-

guage. Deaf children learn signs naturally
and use it as a springboard to learn spoken
language as a second language.

Signed Language. ISL signs are used
along with a spoken language. In this process,
signs are just visualising part of the spoken
language and follow word order of the spoken
language.

These are four major methods of commu-
nication used by deaf people. You will ask,
which is the best. The answer is they all are. It
will depend on a child which method to use. It
is like a square peg and round-hole situation.
One method does not work for all. This has led
to the rise of the concept of Total
Communication.

Total Communication
Total Communication is a philosophy that

each deaf child should use whatever method
or methods best match their communication
needs. Total Communication is the use of

� a signed language (signing system) � hear-
ing aids � finger spelling � speech � lip read-
ing  � any and all mode of communication
which ensures effective communication with
hearing impaired people. Total communica-
tion is considered to be a "philosophy incor-
porating the appropriate aural, manual and
oral methods". The deaf child is taught to
perceive the spoken language through a com-
bination of hearing aids, lip reading and
signed language.

Causes of hearing loss:
� Hereditary disorders are caused when parents
pass on flawed genes to their children. In most
cases, hereditary deafness is caused by malfor-
mations of the inner ear.

� Genetic disorders are caused when genetic
mutations occur, for example, at the moment of
conception of the child. Some of the many
genetic disorders that can cause deafness
include osteogenesis imperfecta, Trisomy 13 S
and multiple lentigines syndrome.

� Prenatal exposure to disease i.e. when a baby
is exposed to certain diseases in utero, including
rubella (German measles), influenza and
mumps, the baby will be born deaf or with hear-
ing problems. Other factors that are thought to
cause congenital deafness include exposure to

methyl mercury and drugs such as quinine.

� Loud noises (such as gun shots, firecrackers,
explosions and rock concerts) can damage the
delicate mechanisms inside the ear.

� Trauma, such as perforation of the eardrum,
fractured skull or changes in air pressure (baro-
trauma) can also cause deafness.

� Certain diseases can cause deafness includ-
ing meningitis, mumps, cytomegalovirus and
chicken pox. A severe case of jaundice is also
known to cause deafness.

� Other causes of deafness include Meniere's
disease and exposure to certain chemicals.

Temporary deafness can be caused some-
times if we are not aware that:

� The ear canal secretes cerumen, a waxy sub-

stance that helps to protect and lubricate the tis-
sues. A build-up of ear wax can block the ear
canal, leading to short term conductive deaf-
ness.

� A foreign object stuck inside the ear canal
(such as the tip of a cotton bud) can temporarily
cause hearing loss.

� The common cold, a bout of flu, hay fever or
other allergies can cause an excess of mucus
that may block the Eustachian tubes of the ear.

� When ear infections, including otitis externa
(infection of the outer ear) and otitis media
(infection of the middle ear) occur, fluid and pus
don't allow the full conduction of sound.

� Certain drugs, including aminoglycosides and
chloroquine, can cause temporary deafness in
susceptible people.

Deaf, not Dumb
'Dumb' is, increasingly, a term with demeaning

connotations associated
with the mental capacity of
a person. It is insulting for a
deaf person, who has diffi-
culty in speaking clearly
because he does not hear
sounds clearly, to be called
'Dumb'. Speech-impair-
ment may be a disability in
some situations but it does
not make the person any
less intelligent.
The universally acceptable

terms are 'deaf' or 'hearing-impaired'.

Sounds of Silence

Causes of Deafness
At around 20 years of age, our hearing starts
to gradually decline. Age-related hearing loss

(presbycusis) typically begins with the
loss of higher frequencies, so that cer-
tain speech sounds - such as 's', 'f' and
't' - end up sounding very similar. This
means a person can hear, but not
always understand. For example, the
words 'see' and 'tea' might sound the
same. This age-related hearing loss is
normal and doesn't lead to total loss of
hearing.
Deafness can range from mild to pro-
found and is caused by many different
events including injury, disease and
genetic defects. There are various ways
to categorise deafness.
Deafness at birth is known as congeni-
tal deafness, while deafness that
occurs after birth is called adventitious
deafness.

The most common cause of adventitious deaf-
ness is noise, which accounts for over one
quarter of people being affected by hearing
loss.
The two main types of deafness are conduc-
tive deafness (the failure of the three tiny
bones inside the middle ear to pass along
sound waves to the inner ear or the failure of
the eardrum to vibrate in response to sound
waves) and sensori-neural deafness (Nerve
deafness caused by disease, trauma or some
other disruptive event targeting the cochlear
nerve).

Teaching with visual aids

Learning with flash cards

Teaching speech through Touch Therapy

Teaching questioning skills Teaching how to sign
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Special Services
for Disable People

S ervices for deaf people start-
ed in the beginning of the last
century and have thus been

in India for over 100 years. Christian
missionaries brought special educa-
tion into India. The first school was
started in Calcutta in 1883, followed
shortly after by one in Mumbai in
1884.

The system was based upon the
firm belief that children with disabili-
ties needed special schools and
could not be educated with able
children. These special schools
were taken over by local NGOs and
by 1947 undivided India had 32
schools for the blind, 30 for the deaf
and 3 for children with learning dis-
abilities.

The first training course for teachers
for deaf education was started in
1887 in Calcutta. At around this
time, S.N.Banerjee and A.C.Sen left
for higher studies in Clarke School
for Deaf and Galludet College
(USA) to specialise in deaf educa-
tion.

On returning, they continued to train
teachers from present day
Bangladesh, Indonesia, Nepal and
India. In the South of India, Mr.
Chittendon and Amy Boyd from the
UK and Sister Andreas from
Belgium conducted training pro-
grammes for teachers in collabora-
tion with local governments.

After the Mussourie Conference in
1955, in-service teacher training
programmes were started in the
special schools. One of the first one
year diploma courses was initiated
almost 70 years ago, in Lucknow by
a lady called Evelyn Khan.

Services continued to grow and
soon small schools began to appear
in many of the bigger towns and
cities.

In the last 20 years, rehabilitation
programmes for deaf people have
received a spurt in growth and
change, probably as much in the
past 20 years as in the previous
100.

The impetus for these changes can
be traced in part to two significant
events:

�� The active involvement of the
Government of India in the field of
disability and the setting up of the
Ali Yavar Jung National Institute for
the Hearing Handicapped (AYJNI-
HH) in 1983.

�� The impact of awareness focus-
ing on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities since 1981, the year of
the disabled.

These two events have had a
direct impact on the lives of deaf
people by

�� strengthening constitutional rights
and safeguards

�� developing a process of collabo-
ration between the Govt. and the
NGO sector

�� ensuring the improvement in hearing
aid technology and its availability to
people from all income levels

�� providing Legal Initiatives

�� Rehabilitation Council Act of
1992

�� Persons with Disabilities Act of
1995

�� National Trust Act of 1999

Ahana Sengupta, IX, Our Lady Queen
of the Missions

One cool September morning my uncle visited us.
We sat in the drawing room and chatted a while. After
taking a sip of coffee he said, "I have some bad news."
We waited in silence.

"Saurav and Meena have adopted a child," he
said.

That's not bad news, I thought.
"The child is deaf," he said gravely.
We were shocked. "Why?" my mother asked in a

hollow voice. My uncle sighed in resignation.
Soon everybody was talking about this - some

grieved and while some others criticised the decision.
"Such children are a burden. Some unfortunate

people give birth to such children. Why did they not
adopt a normal child?" they asked. I knew that they
had good reason to criticise Saurav and Meena's
decision, but on the brighter side, an orphan would get
the opportunity of receiving parents' love and possibly,
a better future.

Her name was Deepanwita. She worked hard, but
put up a mediocre performance at the special school
she attended. Soon her talent in art was discovered. It
started with winning small school-level competitions.
However, she climbed the ladder of success rapidly.

Today, I, the 'normal' child, am sitting in an office
with no love for my job and receiving an ordinary
salary. On the other hand, Deepanwita is organising
her own art exhibition in Delhi. Deepanwita - the deaf
child, the orphan, had remained true to her name and
had brought light into her own as well as her parents'
life.

Esha Das, IX, La Martiniere for Girls

I've known Rhea for four years now. And every day,
when I see her, I think of that day when we first met…a
flood of memories and emotions comes rushing back.

It was 13 August 2007. I had volunteered to help
children with hearing disabilities read aloud, at an
orphanage for deaf children near my house. I had just
finished school, and felt that this would be an interest-
ing way to spend the two spare months I had on my
hands before college started.

And so I stepped into 'Hope Orphanage' for the
first time on 13 August 2007. My co-volunteer, a pret-
ty, bubbly girl who seemed to be around my age,
greeted me at the gate.We entered the classroom that
we had been assigned previously, and greeted the
children sitting inside.

We set about helping the children correctly pro-
nounce the words of the storybook they held. I found
it a little difficult to communicate with them, but my co-
volunteer bonded with them at once. She slowly and
steadily said the words out loud, so that the children
could watch her lips, and see exactly how to pro-
nounce the words.

I suddenly realised that I hadn't asked this girl her
name. "What's your name?" I asked.

She had her back towards me. She faced me and
said, "Did you just say something?"

I repeated the question. She smiled and said,
"Rhea." She went on to ask me my name. I further
found that she too, had just passed out of school, and
was about to start college.

A while later, a couple of helpers from the orphan-
age escorted the children away for lunch. Rhea and I
too strolled out to grab a bite at a café nearby.

"Rhea," I asked while eating, "Do you think those
poor, deaf children have a future? Do you think they'll
ever be able to talk and live normally? Do you think
they'll ever learn?"

"Sure," she said with a smile, "I managed, I'm sure
they can too!"

"What…what do you mean?" I stammered.
"I have grown up and studied at this orphanage. I

cannot hear sounds the way you can. But this orphan-
age has taught me to use my eyes and my mind to
hear. I am only trying to give back a fraction of what
this place has given me. It has given me a new life, it
has taught me to think little of this…my disability. I am
trying to help these children to do the same."

I was stunned. "But you're so normal! You're talk-
ing to me, and…and, just….you can't be d…de…!"

"Deaf," she said. "Yes, I am deaf…So what?"

Sritoma Paul, IX, Gokhale Memorial
Girls' School

There is no explanation of my feelings right now. I
cannot believe that I have actually started writing. It
took me some time and a lot of courage, but I pulled it
through.

I am deaf. I sometimes wish people would stop
calling me that. It makes me feel as if I do not belong
here. But the truth is that I have been deaf since birth.
In fact, I am the only deaf person in my family.
Everyone else is perfectly normal.When people speak
to me, they naturally assume that I am hearing and go
on talking and after a while, they either start enunciat-
ing the words exaggeratedly or begin yelling. I used to
feel as if I am a lone observer of the world and that
everyone is acting around me.

But of late, I feel differently. People hear what they
choose to hear. People who can hear also sometimes
act as if they cannot hear, when it comes to something
they do not want to listen to. I choose to listen to the
sound of the bell which the pundit rings every evening
after the prayers in the mandir next to our house. I
choose to listen to the symphony of raindrops which
trickle down my cheeks on a slow, monsoon evening.
When my parents took me to Puri I chose to sit and
listen to the song of the waves as they formed in the
deep ocean, rolled on and broke so softly on the
shore. I have read the works of Rabindranath Tagore
and tried to smell in his music, look at it with my eyes
and feel it in my flesh and bones. It balms my soul and
calms down my spirit. What I also listen to is the
echoes of ancient, wise voices who whisper in my
ears everyday. You will be surprised to know that the
language they speak has no words and can be under-
stood by all.

I think that while creating this world, God gave only
silence to some of our ears to make others realise the
joys of sound. And since I am deaf, I don't have to lis-
ten to the endless news of men killing men, the bullets
shot and the blood spilled. My father has tried to
explain to me several times why wars take place but I
just won't understand. I have seen the look which
comes on my father's face when he talks about wars
and I do not want to understand it ever.

Since we cannot hear, we have mastered the art
of reading expressions. We can easily tell all that is
going through someone’s mind when they are silent

by simply looking at their eyes. Our world is filled with
colours and lights and sounds of the other kind. Oh! If
only you could be deaf for a day!

My mother once told me that kindness is a lan-
guage even deaf people can understand. I did not get

what she meant. One day, I
had gone for a walk with my
best friend - my pet dog
Cherry, when he just disap-
peared. I shouted his name
but it was no use since I
could not hear him even if he
barked in return. An old lady
found him and returned him
to me. It was then that I
realised what my mother had
meant that day.

I did not like my previous
tutor. He made me feel bad
about my disability. My father

fired him last month. Now I go to a new sign language
class. I absolutely adore the teacher of our class. He
says that we do not have to pass any citizenship test
to be a citizen of this earth. We belong to this earth as
much as anyone else does. And the best thing is that
he is deaf too. So we can sit and talk for hours and
hours about poetry and literature in our own language.

I was glad to learn from him that deaf people all
over the world are now participating with hearing peo-
ple in every sphere of life. I also have a dream. I want
to write a book someday and it is obviously not going
to be about the miseries of being deaf. Deaf actress
Marlee Matlin said that she believes she can do every-
thing, except for maybe sing. I believe I can do a lot
too. I am very happy. I have plenty of friends and a lov-
ing family and I really cannot ask for anything else.

So there it is - above, in an essay, all that I wanted
to say. There is just one more thing left to write before
I close the lid of my pen. I think I'm falling in love with
deafness.

Anwesha Biswas, VIII, Shri
Shikshayatan School

"Thank you", she said, "What you've done for me
is way more than anything I could ask for...", and she
closed her eyes for one last time, indulging herself in
invigorating death. I walked across the room, reached
the door, shut it close behind me, and walked away,
with a damp cheek.

My name is Anwesha Biswas, and I am deaf. I
spend every day in rambunctious silence. Yes, I can-
not respond to a normal person calling me from a dis-
tance. Indeed, random people get easily irritated with
me, as I am unable to communicate with them prop-
erly. But after spending fourteen years with my deaf-
ness, I have concluded that my deafness is neither a
flaw nor a drawback. It is a trait, a mere characteristic,
that remains unaltered and lasts you a lifetime.
Although I am much isolated, different, and appear
paranoid to most people, I need to make my way
through thick and thin and try and be as normal as
possible.

Mrs Benedict was a neighbour from Rajabazar,
where we used to live before we shifted to Salt Lake.
She has two sons, who live abroad and a married
daughter, currently residing in Chennai. Someone
from our deaf community informed me of her being
incredibly sick and bedridden. I was devastated, and
bought some flowers and took a bus to her place to
pay her a visit. She had always been a stubborn old
everything, and not very loved. I knocked on her door,
her servant opened it. I went in to see, and to my
astonishment, she was lying there, alone, waiting for a
call from the universe to die. I slowly approached her,
caressed her wrinkled forehead, and kept my flowers
by her side. She unfolded her eyelids and saw me
standing there. Both of us were silent for some time,
and then smiled at each other. "Thank you" she said.
"What you've done for me is way more than anything
I could ask for …especially from a mere neighbour
such as yourself. I will forever be indebted to you for
your kindness. Goodbye little girl..."

I am trained to read lips and so I was able to follow
her. What she said had touched my heart, and I am
convinced that what I did touched her's as well. This
proved to me that my being deaf is not the end of the
world. Even with my deafness, I can make a difference
to a normal person's life.Yes, I am deaf…So what?

Hearing Aids
Hearing aids are fairly simple devices, consisting of four
basic parts:
�A microphone picks up sound
from the environment and con-
verts it into an electrical signal,
which it sends to the amplifier.
�An amplifier increases the vol-
ume of the sound and sends it to
the receiver.
�A receiver/speaker changes the
electrical signal back into sound
and sends it into the ear. Then
those impulses are sent to the
brain.
�A battery provides power to the
hearing aid.
Hearing aids aren't effective for everyone. Hair cells in the
inner ear must pick up the vibrations that the hearing aid
sends and convert those vibrations into nerve signals. So,
you need to have at least some hair cells in the inner ear
for it to work. And, even if some hair cells remain, a hear-
ing aid won't completely restore normal hearing.

Some Other Essay Entries

DEAF
So

What?
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