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The UN Convention on Disability defines disability in the 

following terms: 

 
Disability is defined in the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(2007) as including persons “who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual 
or sensory impairments which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their 
full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with others.” 
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A note from the VAANI Director 
Mrs Brinda Crishna 
 
VAANI Deaf Children’s Foundation has been working in partnership with 
reputed organisations to provide services for deaf children in the Northeast. As 
there is very little documented data available about the status of deaf children 
and the services provided to them by NGOs, individuals and Government 
agencies, we felt the need for a detailed needs analysis about the status of 
deaf children and their families, in each of the States where VAANI was running 
projects. 
 
This is VAANI’s attempt to fill this huge lacuna for accurate documented data. 
 
We hope that this document will be a comprehensive reference point for all 
individuals and organisations that require information about services for deaf 
children in Mizoram. 
 
We would like to thank the Jamshetji Tata Trust for providing us with the 
necessary financial support to make this study possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
About VAANI 
VAANI, Deaf Children’s Foundation is a registered Trust and works towards 
bringing language and communication into the lives of deaf children and their 
families across India. VAANI is one of the very few organisations in India that 
focuses its work on issues of childhood deafness. All VAANI’s training and 
awareness-generation programmes stress on the role families play in bringing 
up healthy secure children.  
 
VAANI’s head office is in Kolkata and there is a State Resource Centre in 
Guwahati. Currently VAANI is working with projects in West Bengal, Assam, 
Meghalaya, Mizoram and Jharkhand. 
 
VAANI’s Vision 
VAANI’s vision is to advocate for the right of every deaf child to a full and 
complete life with respect and dignity. 
 
VAANI’s Mission 
VAANI’s mission is to promote the entitlement of every deaf child to total and 
complete access to communication, education, protection and personal 
safety, equity and equality in all spheres and information and knowledge to 
reach his or her full potential as an individual and as a member of society. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Of all the disabilities that exist, hearing impairment is the least visible, as a result 
of which it is often not identified until a child is 3 years of age.  When a child 
fails to communicate effectively with her or his parents due to hearing loss, the 
first response in the family is that the child is ‘retarded’ or has speech problems.  
A visit to a qualified doctor can help to identify the hearing loss, but in small 
towns and villages, a quack doctor further confuses the parents by suggesting 
surgery on the tongue or similar remedies to cure the child.  At exorbitant costs, 
and suffering for the child, parents realise too late that hearing impairment 
needs to be managed, not cured. 
 
Children with moderate or mild deafness go unnoticed for several years, with 
the problem perhaps manifesting itself in the classroom when the child is 
unable to cope with lessons.  Some children drop out of school if the problem 
remains unrecognised while others struggle with their education. 

 
An added problem is the stigma attached to a person, child or adult, wearing 
a hearing aid.  People with visual loss wear spectacles or contact lenses 
comfortably, and blind people using a white stick arouse a great deal of 
sympathy with people rushing to help him or her to cross a road or board 
public transport.      
 
Attempts have been made to assess the numbers of people with hearing 
impairment in India, but because it is such a hidden issue, the numbers are 
likely to be very inaccurate.  This makes it difficult for government and non- 
government agencies to know the range of services that need to be provided 
especially to children.  What is important is that parents of deaf children, like 
parents of children with other disabilities, need emotional support through self-
support groups to help each other and thereby their children. 
 

The Government of India, through its Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, is strongly 
promoting an inclusive education policy and the Right to Free and Compulsory 
Education Act of 2009 makes it mandatory for all children aged 6 – 14 years, 
regardless of their abilities, to have access to school education.  Some schools 
around the country have opened their doors to deaf children, but the question 
needs to be asked whether such institutions are equipped in terms of trained 
teachers and special facilities for these children.  How do the schools support 
the children in the development of their language, mathematics and scientific 
skills to help them sit the schools leaving examinations? It is true that some deaf 
children have been extremely successful in scoring high results and getting 
admission into premier institutions at the tertiary level.  But the large majority 
settles for low skilled jobs in their adult lives, their friends are often other deaf 
young people, and their economic and social potential remains unfulfilled, 
under-utilised and under-developed. 
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BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY 
 

Overall Goal 
To conduct a longitudinal study/ situational analysis on deaf children and the 

communities they live in, in certain states across India 
 
 

VAANI, Deaf Children’s Foundation is a registered trust that works towards 
bringing language and communication into the lives of deaf children and their 
families.  Their primary role is to act as a catalyst.  They have implemented 
programmes in Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Gujarat, Karnataka, Maharashtra 
and West Bengal.   
 
In order to understand the various regional and state responses to the needs of 
deaf children, VAANI has been working on issues around deafness in Mizoram 
since 2009. VAANI commissioned a study in Mizoram and plan to share these 
findings with the state government, local partners and other stakeholders in 
order that more children and families can be reached. 
 
Purpose of this study 
 
1. To initiate/ conduct a situation analysis on deaf children in the state of 

Mizoram.  
2. To identify best practices and gaps in the sector of working with deaf 

children and the communities they live in 
3. To gather information in the form of a desk based review, of all available 

data on deaf children in Mizoram.  
4. To gather qualitative data on the lives of deaf children across the state of 

Mizoram 
5. To identify potential NGOs working in the sector of deaf children, if possible 
 
Target groups: 
 
1. Deaf children and young adults 
2. NGOs 
3. Community  
4. Parents of deaf children and deaf adults (to map the services available 

and their needs) 
5. Government policies/ frameworks 
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Methodology 
 
The study was conducted through a variety of methods, much of it being 
participatory in nature: 
• Review of existing literature –national and international, reports and 

government documents 
• Visits to and discussions with government officials in Education and Social 

Welfare to understand the government’s role in this sector 
• Visits to the homes of three young deaf children and adolescents including 

discussions with the children and family members 
• Meetings and discussions with NGOs working on Community Based 

Rehabilitation of persons with disabilities 
• Field visits to two CBR programme run by NGOs 
• Telephone discussions with a representative from one NGO in Lunglei and 

the audiologist from the Civil Hospital  
• Information collected by VAANI over 3 years of work in the State. 
 
Desk Review 
 
• A compilation of major relevant policies/ legislations related to deaf 

children.  
• Useful documentation relating to deaf children’s protection issues and a 

compilation of names of other organisations working in the field. 
• Existing material (reports/ documents/ research) on deaf children 
• Estimates vary on the number of people with disabilities in India.  According 

to the Census of 2001, it is about 2% of the total population or 22 million.  The 
Planning Commission estimates the figure to be 40 million, while the 
professionals working in the disability sector feel that the figure is 70 million.  
This is closer to the World Bank Report which states that people with 
disabilities comprise 4 to 8 percent of the total population, approx 40 – 90 
million persons.  

• Of these, 8.36% are believed to be hearing impaired, while 5.06% have 
speech disabilities.  The patterns of disabilities indicate that there are high 
levels of children with disabilities who are identified at birth or in their early 
years, and then the graph grows again within the population aged 60+. 

• The issue of disability falls within the responsibility of different Government 
Departments.  The Ministry of Health is responsible for early identification 
and treatment, where appropriate, of children, the Ministry of Human 
Resources Department is entrusted with the education policies in the 
country while the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment for 
vocational training and provision of aids and appliances as well as various 
policies and schemes under the Disability Act. 

• The Government has a policy of promoting inclusive education in regular 
schools and the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) has a clear mandate for 
implementing this at the ground level.  The SSA focuses on those children 
who have dropped out of school, those who have never been to schools 
and children with different abilities. 

• However, the education outcomes for children with disabilities are not very 
encouraging.  The spending share on Inclusive Education is very low, and 
the challenge for educationists has been to develop good models for 
inclusive education. 
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• An additional issue has been the (lack of) coordination between the 
teacher training under the Rehabilitation Council of India and the general 
teacher training in the country under the MHRD. 

• Children with disabilities living in urban areas are somewhat better off than 
their peers in rural areas which suffer from a lack of adequate diagnostic, 
identification and treatment services, education, vocational training and 
employment opportunities for children and young people with disabilities. In 
Mizoram the distances from the villages and small towns to the capital, 
inadequate transport facilities and long winding roads with sharp bends in 
the hilly terrain of the state, adds to the inability of a great proportion of the 
families to access the services available in Aizawl.   To address this need, 
the Government of India has been advocating for and promoting 
Community Based Rehabilitation Services in disadvantaged communities 
both among the urban poor populations as well as in the rural areas.  
Community based multi-purpose workers are trained to identify children 
with special needs, refer them to SSA schools or IE schools and to work with 
their families. NGOs have been recognized by the government as key 
partners in implementing this programme.            

 
Key findings of the study: 
 
• Compared to neighbouring Meghalaya, very little is known about deaf 

children in Mizoram and even less is done for them. 
• The Department of Social Welfare is unaware of the number of deaf 

children that have been identified during certification camps as they do 
not disaggregate the numbers of adults and children who are identified.  
Also, hearing aids it seems are provided mainly to adults. 

• Services in terms of testing, diagnostic and provision of hearing aids are 
done only in Aizawl.  Given the difficult terrain in the state, and that the vast 
majority of the population lives in villages, often a journey of several hours, 
the families of those children who have been identified as deaf, can neither 
afford the transport costs nor the time to access services.  Disability 
certificates can only be used in public transport, but most transport leading 
to Aizawl is privately operated which adds to the problems of access to 
services for those living in the rural areas or in other cities. 

• The state has 2 audiologists (both located in Aizawl) and 7 ENT specialists of 
which 5 are in government hospitals in Aizawl and one each in Lunglei and 
Saiha. 

• There are no specialised schools for deaf children though two schools for 
children with disabilities have separate units for deaf children.  One of them 
does not have teachers trained in deaf education. 

• There are 5 Community Based Rehabilitation (CBR) programmes for children 
with disabilities including deaf children.  Three of them are funded by the 
CBR Forum based in Bangalore, while VAANI, Kolkata, funds two. 

• While the CBR training provided through the CBR Forum provides some 
general information about different disabilities, there is little specific 
information about hearing impairment in general, including information 
about ear moulds, types of hearing aids, and maintenance of hearing aids.  
Also the trainers come from other states and there are often linguistic and 
cultural differences that act as barriers to total learning. 
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• There is very little awareness literature – leaflets, posters, booklets – in 
the Mizo language for the population, except a few that VAANI has had 
translated and can be seen displayed at a few places. 

• SCERT offers training in special education, and now runs a postgraduate 
diploma (9 months) in hearing impairment.   

• There is insufficient convergence of and linkages of services by both state 
and voluntary organizations as a result of which the child loses out on many 
of her/his entitlements. 

• Very little, if any, advocacy is undertaken on behalf of deaf children and 
their families. Deaf children remain an invisible, neglected and marginalized 
group of the population and their families therefore get no support in 
helping them. 

• The recent Right to Free and Compulsory Education Act 2010 remains a 
distant dream for most children.  When some deaf children are fortunate to 
be admitted into special schools, their formal education ends in Class IV as 
the staff of these institutions is not equipped with skills to teach them 
beyond this stage. 

• This will leave vast numbers of young people without opportunities to reach 
their full potential and contribute to the nation and to their families, even 
though many are highly intelligent. 
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MIZORAM 
 
Mizoram became the 23rd State of the Union in February 1987.  Until 1972, it 
was one of the districts of Assam after which it became a Union Territory. 
Mizoram occupies an area of great strategic importance in the north-eastern 
corner of India.  It is sandwiched between Myanmar in the east and south and 
Bangladesh in the west and shares a total boundary of 630 miles with these two 
countries.  Nationally, it shares borders with Assam, Tripura and Manipur.   
 
 
                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Demographic Profile:  
 
The total area of the state of Mizoram is 21.087 kms. The state has 8 districts, 
and the capital is Aizawl.  The population is primarily Christian. According to the 
2011 census, the total population is 10.91 lakh of which are 538,675 female 
while 552,339 are male, making the gender ratio 975 females for every 1000 
males, higher than the national average of 940 females to 1000 males. The 
total number of children aged 0-6 years, is 165536, with 81,571 female children 
and about 83,965 male children.  
 
The literacy level is the second highest (after Kerala) in the country – 89.49%. 
 
There are a total of 5 rural Development blocks, and 79 Village councils across 
9 districts.  

  

District map of Mizoram 



 

Status of deaf children in Mizoram – a VAANI report 
 

12 

 

 
 
The Mizo society is close knit with no class distinction or gender discrimination.  
90% of the population is involved in cultivation.  There is little industry beside 
agriculture.  One of the major problems facing young Mizos today is drug use 
and with it, HIV and AIDS.  This is not restricted to the urban areas only, as many 
young women and their children from rural areas are reported to be infected 
as well. 
  

Background Characteristics for Mizoram state  Data as per the 2011 census  

Geographic Area (in Sq. Kms) 21,081 km2   

Total population (Census 2001) 1,091,014 (Year 2011) 

Population  Urban 0.56 million 

Population Rural 0.52 million 

Population (0-6 yrs.) – Total  165536, 

Population (0-6 yrs.) – Male 83,965 

Population (0-6 yrs.) – Female 81,571 

SC Population  272        ( Year 2001) 

ST Population 839310  ( Year 2001) 

Male Population 5,52,339 

Female Population 5,38,675 

Decadal Growth Rate 1,091,014 

Area (Sq.Km.) 52 

Population density 52 sq.km /382 persons per sq.km 

Literacy rate Total 8, 47,592 (91.58 %) 

Literacy rate – Male 4, 38,949 (93.72 %) 

Literacy rate – Female 4, 08,643 (89.40 %) 

Sex Ratio – Total 950 

BPL population 12.6% ( Year 2004 – 2005) 

Religion Christianity  

Language spoken Mizo , English 
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Some basic facts about Disability in the state of Mizoram 
 
In Mizoram there are a total of about 16,011 disabled people out of which 2421 
are people with Hearing loss ( Ref: Census data). In contrast the CBR networks 
data base has reported 24,253 persons (male: 12515, female: 11739) living with 
disability, with about 38.13% of persons living in and around Aizawl district. The 
total HI population reported by them is 3395 (male: 1752 Female: 1643), with 
1295 persons with disability living within Aizawl (Status of Implementation of 
Disability Legislation in North East Sates if India, Volume 3, 2005). The 
percentage of deaf persons within the state is about 14-15% of the total 
disabled population, higher than the national average of 8.36%. What is of 
significance is that there is no district wise breakup of the number of deaf 
children in the age group of 0-5 years.  
 
A large percentage of disabled population resides in the remaining eight 
districts and within more rural areas.  
 
There are a number of schools in the State, many of them run under the aegis 
of different church organizations, and there are many state schools.  There is 
one university in the state, University of Mizoram, which is located in Aizawl.  It 
has recently been shifted to a new campus which though quite far from the 
centre of Aizawl, is a sprawling and picturesque location. 
 
The Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) runs a number of schools, particularly in 
remote areas, but many of these are primary schools only. Many rural children 
therefore do not complete elementary education due to lack of upper primary 
schools in the vicinity.  Also, the nearest high school might be an English 
medium one, while the medium of instruction in the primary school might have 
been Mizo and this makes it difficult for children to adapt to the new curriculum 
and the language of the high schools.   

The State Council of Educational Research & Training (SCERT) was set up in 
January 1980. It is an academic wing of the Directorate of School Education 
and is located at Chaltlang since its establishment. It is responsible for 
qualitative improvement of School Education from Primary to Higher 
Secondary Schools, Non-Formal Education and Teacher Education.   One of its 
mandates is training in disability and involvement in the Inclusive Education for 
the Disabled at Secondary Schools. 

This study was undertaken to review the situation of deaf children and their 
families in Mizoram with respect to the range of services available and/or 
accessible in education, health care, transport and other entitlements that are 
provided to them by the government or are due to them under the Disability 
Act.  Attempts were made to find out the levels of awareness about hearing 
impairment, early identification, referrals and changes in policy and above all, 
of empowerment of deaf families.   
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KEY FINDINGS FROM THE STUDY 
 
A separate study was carried out in Lunglei district that looked at the social 
and economic situation of the population of the district but it provides some 
general information on persons with disability: 
 
LUNGLEI DISTRICT 
 
A household survey commissioned in 2010 by the Lunglei High Powered Committee and 
conducted by the Economic and Statistics Department Lunglei District, reports the following 
information: 
 

• The number of children not in school due to disability : 60 
• Rural : 36 (4 in Lunglei Rural Development Block (RDB), 25 in Lungsen RDB and 7 in 

Bunghmun RDB) 
• Urban : 24 (20 in Lunglei, 3 in Hnahthial and 1 in Tlabung Town) 

 
The research report does not specify the number of deaf children amongst these children.  
However, an assumption can be made from the children with disabilities who attend Onyx 
Special School that started in Lunglei Town in 2006.  Out of a total of 60 children, 6 or 10% are 
deaf while the others have multiple disabilities (cerebral palsy) or are mentally challenged.  
Of the deaf children in the school, the youngest is aged 4 and the oldest is 20.  Four children 
are in Class 2 and two are in Class 3.  Even the 20 year old is in Class 2 as he had never been 
to school before.    

 
Support for children and adults with disabilities come under three Departments 
of the Government: 
 
The Department of Social Welfare focuses primarily on adults with disabilities.  4 
– 5 disability camps are conducted each year jointly by the department, 
Education Department (SCERT and SSA), NIOH and Health Department.  For 
the general welfare of PWDs, they provide aids and appliances to adults, and 
hearing aids – ALIMCO pocket type – are provided to the deaf or partially deaf 
persons.  150 hearing aids are distributed each year.  They also distribute 
disability cards during the camps. 
 
Assessment & Certification Camp for Persons with Disabilities were jointly held with 
Health Department, SCERT, NIOH, SSA and Social Welfare Department recently in Aizawl 
District and as of 07/02/12 records of the Social Welfare Department, 7205 disability 
certificates have been issued and distributed. 
 
The Department runs Vocational Training Centres in Mizoram, and again these 
are for adults.  The Department’s budget for persons with disabilities for 2010-11 
is as follows: 
 
NPRPD ` 100,000 
Colloquim (probably seminars) ` 200,000   
Disability Pension ` 600,000 
Assistance to PWDs ` 500,000 
Unemployment Allowance ` 75,000 
Hostel for PWDs ` 633,000 
Office of the Commissioner for PWDs ` 100,000 
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There are three District Disability Rehabilitation Centres (DDRC) in the state 
of Mizoram, namely:  

1. Indian Red Cross Society, Mizoram State Branch. In Aizawl  
2. Christian Hospital, Serkawn, Lunglei 
3. Society for the Mentally Handicapped Kolasib and Mamit District 

 
Names of other recognized institutions under the Department of Social welfare 
are: (Ref: social welfare department, govt. of Mizoram)  
 

Spastics Society of Mizoram, Falkland Veng, 
Zemabawk 
Secretary, C/o Pi Chhingpuii,  
M2-7- Chhinga Veng (9436159952 ) 

S.Zoram Entu Pawl (9862502779) 
Bishop House, Ramthar Veng  
(0389-2301266) 

Samaritan Association for the Blind 
Durtlang – 796025 (0389-2361708/2362027) 

Society for the Mentally Handicapped, 
Kolasib Project Road–796081(9856627559) 
Pu Thantluanga, Secretary (9436372061) 
(Pi Happi) 

Secretary, TNT (Pangpar Huan Zuangtui) 
Muanna Veng (9436353079), Muanpuia 

Secretary, Onyx Society of Mizoram, Lunglei 
(9436157087) 
MHIP Sub – Headquarter, Lunglei Venglai. 

Secretary, Moriah Association for the Blind,   
Luangmual West (0389 2330168/2332154) 

Shalom Special School, Near Sirchip              
Secretary (8974285172) 
 

 
 
Within the Department of Education, the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan nationally has 
the following mandate in relation to the children with special needs (CSWN): 
 
1. Survey for identification of CSWN  
2. Assessment of CWSN  
3. Providing assistive devices  
4. Networking with NGOs/Government schemes  
5. Barrier free access  
6. Training of teachers on Inclusive Education  
7. Appointment of resource teachers  
8. Curricula adaptation/textbooks/appropriate Teaching Learning Materials 

(TLM) 
 
However, it was reported that SSA in Mizoram has got involved with children 
with disabilities since 2001. Prior to this, it was SCERT that took the lead in special 
education.  The responsibilities have now been divided between the two with 
SSA overseeing children at primary and elementary school level and SCERT 
responsible for children at high school and beyond. 
 
SCERT’s key role is in the training of teachers in the state.  SCERT initially offers 6 
weeks training on special education, but from amongst the trainees, some are 
selected for one year training as a resource teacher.  These teachers need to 
cover 3-4 districts.  The training includes identification, functional assessment 
and how to manage a CWSN in the classroom. 
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They had developed 66 resource teachers but with the change and the 
involvement of the SSA, they now focus their attention on senior classes only.  
Apart from Inclusive Education, there is now a programme entitled Inclusive 
Education for Disabled at Secondary School (IEDSS). There are 29 RTs (Resource 
Teachers) and 52 RPs (Resource Persons) to meet the needs of the 26 Block 
Resource Centres of the SSA Mission. SCERT has 20 special educators of which 
16 are specialized on Hearing Impairment. 
 
 

Nature of Disability 
Class 

I II III IV V VI VII TOTAL 

In Seeing 
Boys 20 30 30 39 34 25 29 207 

Girls 23 22 19 29 40 31 53 217 

In Hearing 
Boys 5 3 5 7 5 7 6 38 

Girls 7 4 6 6 3 3 1 30 

In Moving 
Boys 7 4 5 2 2 6 6 32 

Girls 2 3 4 3 1 4 3 20 

Mentally retarded 
Boys 35 24 34 46 19 17 17 192 

Girls 16 32 24 26 7 13 14 132 

Others 
Boys 2 4 2 2 1 5 1 17 

Girls 1 5 4 3 1 0 1 15 

In Speech 
Boys 16 10 6 7 5 7 5 56 

Girls 9 6 10 3 3 7 2 40 

Multiple Type 
Boys 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Girls 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total disabilities 
Boys 85 75 82 103 66 67 64 542 

Girls 58 72 67 70 55 58 74 454 

 
 
The table above depicts class wise distribution of disabled children registered 
under the SSA for the age group of 6-14 years. The maximum number of 
children are either blind or are MR children. A much smaller proportion of 
children are seen having locomotor, hearing and multiple disability (Ref: 
http://mz.ssa.nic.in/targets.html) among those who are enrolled within SSA 
schools. Only 7% of the total number of disabled children enrolled into SSA 
supported schools are deaf.  
  

http://mz.ssa.nic.in/targets.html
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Hearing Disability in the State: 
 
There are no accurate statistics of deaf children in the State, but it is hoped 
that the Government of India’s Census which was conducted from 1st April 
2010 over a one year period, will provide clearer information on this.  
 
No. of disabled people in Mizoram as per records of Dept. of Social Welfare in 
February 2012:  
 

VI HI OH MR CP Total Disabled Population 

6257 2421 2476 2851 2006 16,011 
( 8763 –Male; 7248 – Female) 

 
Of course, the Census data will be dependent on a number of factors:  the 
skills of those conducting the survey and what training they were provided 
before they went to the field, their understanding all the different forms of 
disability, the parents cooperation in providing information, the parents own 
awareness of their children’s disability especially given that deafness is a 
hidden disability and is often diagnosed only when the child is 2 years or more.  
It is likely that many deaf children will still be left out of the data collection. 
 
However, information on services available for deaf children at the moment 
comes from the following sources:   
 
COMMUNITY BASED REHABILITATION PROGRAMMES:  
 
Ferrando Integrated Women Development Centre 
Director: Sister Rose Paite 
This organization primarily works with disadvantaged women and children, 
affected by AIDS and drugs.  More recently, they have begun to work with 
people with disabilities in some villages and communities in the state.   They 
currently run two CBR programmes, one funded by the CBR Forum in 
Bangalore and the other by VAANI with the latter focusing on the children with 
hearing impairment only.   
 
Through the first project which started in April 2010, they work with a total 
population in 16 villages in Tlangnuam block in north Aizawl district.    Their work 
started with identification of persons with disabilities (PWDs).  They received 
training in 3 phases of 18, 15 and 15 days each at Bethany Society, Shillong, 
and this was followed by 6 days in Mizoram.  They have identified 259 PWDs, 
have done social mapping of the areas, and have linked the PWDs with 
government schemes – disability cards as well as aids and appliances. 
 
Among the PWDs identified, the numbers of deaf children are as follows: 
 
Age group Male Female 
0 -5 years 1  
6 – 14 years  3 5 
15 – 18 years 2 3 
Total number of children 6 8 
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In addition, they identified 16 males and 13 females in the age group of 19 
– 59 who were deaf. 
 
With support from the VAANI CBR project, they have been working in 3 villages 
of Sihphir, Bawngkawn & Durtlang and have identified 16 children aged 4-14 
with hearing impairment.  Some of the children are profoundly deaf, while 
some have partial hearing loss or are deaf in one ear only.  They work with 300 
parents to support them in accessing their entitlements. 
 
Case Story from the Sihphir Village  
 
There is an 11 year old girl who is currently in Class V in a regular school.  When 
she was in class 2 she reported to her mother that she could not hear her 
teachers properly.  A visit to the local doctor could not identify her problem.  
Through the CBR project, loss of hearing in her left ear has been diagnosed.  
She has received a free hearing aid (Arphi) from the government and uses it 
irregularly – it helps her when she watches TV, but she is worried about 
dropping it during sports and play time in school.  Her deafness has had no 
social adverse reaction amongst her family and friends.  In fact her mother was 
relieved that the problem had been identified, so that necessary action could 
be taken.  
 
 
Zoram Entu Pawl (ZEP) or Light of Mizoram) 
Director:  Father Lawrence Kennedy   
ZEP implements a CBR project in the following 16 villages in the Blocks of 
Aibawk and Tlangnuam: 
 
1. Tlangnuam-I 
2. Tlangnuam-II 
3. Tlangnuam-III 
4. Saikhamakawn 
5. Melthum 
6. Hlimen 
7. Samtlang 
8. Hualngohmun 

9. Melriat 
10. Kelsih 
11. Falkawn 
12. Muallungthu 
13. Tachhip 
14. Aibawk 
15. Satek 
16. Philpui 

 
They initially started working in 27 villages but during the rainy season, many 
were inaccessible as a result of which they reduced the size of their 
programme.  204 PWDs have been identified of which 4 are children.  180 have 
received disability cards. 
 
Some of the issues that arose during discussion with Father Kennedy were 
around the quality of services and testing techniques during disability camps 
including the following: 
 
• There is no scientific methodology nor are proper tools used during disability 

camps 
• The quality of hearing aids provided under the government programme are 

not of a sufficiently good quality 
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• The quality of training provided under the CBR programme needs to 
improve as language is a problem when trainers come from other parts of 
the country 

• There is a lack of IEC materials – brochures, leaflets, posters – to generate 
awareness on signs and symptoms of deafness and where to go for help 

• Little sign language is taught in schools and this acts as a barrier for the 
deaf child that adds to his or her isolation and social exclusion  

• Due to lack of quality education, good quality hearing aids and testing and 
diagnostic facilities in Mizoram, the future of many young deaf people looks 
bleak 

 
Centre for Peace and Development: 
Director: Angela 
This organization runs a CBR programme in 12 villages in Aibawk.  The project is 
staffed by one coordinator and 4 field officers.   
 
They conducted a household survey in the villages, covering 1529 houses and 
a population of 9006. They identified 180 persons with disabilities of which a 
large number were hearing impaired.  However, they have only identified 3 
children – in one cluster, 2 deaf children aged 10(boy) and one 12 (girl), both 
moderately hearing impaired.  In one cluster, they found one 3 year old 
profoundly deaf child.  She attends the local anganwadi centre. 
 
They have strong networks with government authorities, local leaders and 
church authorities. 
 
The field staff reported that in 2010, the Department of Social Welfare 
conducted one disability camp. And 39 PWDs were given disability cards.  
However, in general, health services in this area are very poor.  At the Primary 
Health Centre there is no ENT specialist nor is there a child specialist.  There is a 
general physician and perhaps a gynaecologist.   
 
The staffs have undergone similar training to that of FIWDC and ZEP, but the 
training has not covered details of hearing impairment and related activities.  
For instance, they are not aware of hearing aid maintenance, and this would 
mean deaf children and adults would have to undertake a long and arduous 
journey to Aizawl for any assistance if their hearing aids become non-
functional.  I believe that they have learnt more from the coordinator of the 
VAANI funded CBR project as she seems to have had a great deal more of 
technical inputs in her training.  
 
They identified several problems which make their work difficult.  These include: 
 
• The Below Poverty Line (BPL) list is incomplete which debars those not on 

the list to avail of government aids and appliances.  To date, only 10 out of 
180 PWDs have received equipment from the government which adversely 
affects building relationships between the field staff and the community 

• It is hard to change the community’s mind-set, and this affects the level of 
awareness about disability amongst them.  Often the community is only 
interested in what financial help might be forthcoming 
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• The staff is not been advised to read nor do they have ready access to 
the legal framework that provides the context for their work.  They are 
aware of some of the Acts and Policies of the government but in the field 
office, there are no copies available 

• Transportation is a major issue as villages are far and often inaccessible.  In 
bad weather conditions, the roads are slippery and dangerous which 
disrupts field work as staff is unable to reach the families and communities. 

• Children are reluctant to wear hearing aids due to stigma and discomfort 
 
SCHOOLS FOR CHILDREN WITH HEARING IMPAIRMENT: 
 
Spastics Society of Mizoram (SSOM) 
Secretary:  Chhingpuii Haunhar  
The organization was established in 1989.  It has around120 children of which 52 
Hearing Impaired children are on the rolls of Gilead School. It was the first 
centre in Mizoram that offered services to children with multiple disabilities and 
the first school for them. Over the years, the SSOM has conducted several CBR 
camps, set up parents’ organizations or associations and done some training 
for caregivers. They receive some support from the State Government in terms 
of salaries for 5 teachers and one peon. 
 
In the Gilead Special School, run by the SSOM most of the children are mentally 
challenged but they have a special section for deaf children.  They have a 
total intake of 24 children who are under the care of 3 teachers and 2 care 
givers.  They offer training in block making, tailoring and paper plates.  
Communications with the children is through American Sign Language, though 
earlier they used a mix of Indian Sign Language and Mizo.  They conduct 
workshops for parents of the children and they are expected to spend one 
week at a time in the classroom so that they understand the children better. 
 
They received group hearing aids as a gift from the British Deputy High 
Commissioner in Kolkata several years ago, but the children do not use these 
owing to the weight of the equipment.   
 
One area identified as a problem by the staff met was the lack of technical 
facilities for ear moulds to be made locally.  Children (and adults) use 
readymade ones which are very uncomfortable. 
 
Onyx Special School in Lunglei: 
 
The school was established in 2006 with a total enrolment of 60 children with 
disabilities.  Of these 6 are deaf in the age group 4-20 in classes II and II.  The 
eldest came to this special school at the age of 18, having never been to a 
school before.  4 children are enrolled in class II and 2 are in class III.  The staff 
has been trained at the Indian Institute of Cerebral Palsy so their training has 
been in special education (very good quality) but not in deaf education. 
The school intends to conduct a survey in the district in March 2011 to identify 
more children with disabilities which will throw some interesting light on the 
situation. 
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TECHNICAL SERVICES: 
 
As stated earlier, there are 2 audiologists in the state of Mizoram; both are 
based in Aizawl.   
 
Some of the challenges faced by audiologists are: 
 
• There is no sound proof room on the premises for effective testing or for provision of 

speech therapy, which is specially critical for children 
• Follow up of cases is difficult as families do not come regularly 
• There are no sign language instructors in Mizoram 
• Parents are often unable to meet transport costs 
• And when they do, they are unable to afford costs for overnight stay in Aizawl if 

they come from long distance 
• Media does not play any role in highlighting the issue of disability in the state, nor 

does it create awareness 
 
 
The Head of the Department of ENT at the Civil Hospital has proposed to the 
government that an audiologist should be posted in every district headquarter 
to enable villagers to access services. This of course would be an ideal situation 
but perhaps not such an easy target to achieve, but the Department of Health 
and the Social Welfare Department might wish to consider this in their long 
term plans. 
 
DISTRICT-WISE HEALTH INSTITUTIONS IN MIZORAM 
 
 

No. 
Name of 
District 

No. of 
Hospitals 

No. of 
CHC 

No. of 
PHC 

No. of 
S/C 

No. of 
Villages 

Total 
Population 

1 Aizawl East  3 5 51 107 229873 

2 
Aizawl 
West 

2 1 5 38 93 174181 

3 Champhai 1 3 11 59 100 125370 

4 Lunglei 3 1 9 73 172 154094 

5 Kolasib 1 1 5 29 50 83054 

6 Saiha 1 - 7 29 70 56366 

7 Lawngtlai 1 1 3 38 169 117444 

8 Mamit 1 1 7 27 73 85757 

9 Serchhip 1 1 5 26 35 64875 

 Total 11 12 57 370 869 1091015 
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AREAS OF CONCERN  
 
1.  Access to Services 
 
Most of the services for deaf children and their families are based in Aizawl, 
which is difficult and expensive to reach for those that need it most.  Of the 7 
ENT specialists in the state, 5 are in Aizawl district, and one each are in Lunglei 
and Saiha.  There are only 2 audiologists in the whole State.  Testing is basic, 
provision of hearing aids, follow up and other essential services for children, 
including education, have very limited reach. 
 
2.  Educational opportunities 
 
There are 3 schools for children with special needs of which only 2 take in deaf 
students, but they have no teachers trained in deaf education.  With the SCERT 
now conducting a postgraduate diploma in Hearing Impairment, a 9 months 
course that is run under the aegis of the Rehabilitation Council of India and 
North Eastern Hills University, Meghalaya, this might alleviate the situation.  
 
3.  Information, Education and Communication Material 
 
There is very little awareness material in Mizo to raise public understanding of 
deafness, its impact on children and families or on the rights of deaf children to 
education. Awareness and communication material in local language has 
been developed by VAANI, while intervening within the state. This includes 
information resource material in both print and audio visual targeting parents, 
families, professionals, service providers and the community at large.   
 
4.  Communications 
 
There is little scope for parents to learn sign language in order to communicate 
with children.  The sense of isolation and social exclusion will continue to be 
very high amongst deaf children unless sign language is promoted as a tool to 
help the child be a full member of his or her family, community and society. 
 
5.  Scope of the problem 
  
In contrast to the neighbouring state of Meghalaya, the number of deaf 
children seems relatively low.  However, this may be due to the low level of 
awareness, testing and diagnostic facilities and lack of widespread services 
that all lead to a limited understanding of the scope of the problem. 
 
PARENTS & FAMILIES OF DEAF CHILDREN    
 
While there is emotional support for the children from their mothers, there is little 
understanding of the intellectual and social needs of the child who is 
profoundly deaf. Distance from services, few home visits made by 
professionals, costs involved and lack of understanding of deafness in general 
and of the rights of children with disability in general, might be the result of lack 
of parental concern for the future of their children.   
 



 

Status of deaf children in Mizoram – a VAANI report 
 

23 

Since the special schools do not offer more than primary education for 
deaf children, their aspirations will be limited.  In contrast to this, the children of 
one of the schools for deaf children in Kolkata offers school leaving exams 
under the National Open School though in the past, some of their students 
have completed high school and gone on to university education.  Having 
watched the growth of these young people who have now become self-
assured and confident, with good jobs or in business, many of whom are 
married with families of their own, and very au fait with the latest 
communication technology (they keep in touch with each other through 
Facebook, Twitter and other social networks), one can only hope that one day, 
many young deaf people in Mizoram will have similar opportunities in the 
coming years. 
 
Again, because of distance from services, parents are not taught sign 
language or other modes of communication which would otherwise have 
helped them to participate in the lives of their children due to better 
communications. 
 
It is perhaps through CBR programmes that parents will get some support to 
manage their deaf children as field workers will provide some degree of 
support to the families who will certainly need it. 
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CONCLUSIONS 
 
Services for deaf children and their families are at a very nascent stage in 
Mizoram.  Those that exist are centered around the state capital thus excluding 
the vast majority of the rural population from access to information, services, 
support and understanding. 
 
The government needs to plan for massive expansion of diagnostic and testing 
services to the districts as the topography; distances and inadequate transport 
services act as deterrents to the families of children with disabilities to access 
even the relatively meagre services that do exist. 
 
Special schools that provide services to deaf children are in urgent need of 
teachers with special skills to work with children with hearing loss.  A general 
qualification in special education is important as a start, but this learning needs 
to be augmented further, particularly with sign language.  The schools also 
need to plan in the future to help deaf children achieve much higher 
academic standards so that they are able to reach their full potential.  In a 
state which boasts of the second highest literacy level in the country, deaf 
children should not be left out of the equation. 
 
The government departments, NGOs, donors and professionals from within 
Mizoram and outside need to work together to enrich the lives of deaf children 
so that they are not deprived of the rights and entitlements guaranteed to 
them under the Indian Constitution and the new laws and Acts related to 
education, child protection and social justice.  This may require a great deal of 
assistance from national level agencies such as the RCI and the National Trust, 
as well as SCERT and the National Institutes that have been created by the 
Government of India to address the needs of PWDs. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1. CBR and grass root level workers could be taught the importance of using 

different modes of communication, including gestures and sign language 
and they in turn could pass this skill on to the mothers to increase 
communications between deaf children and their families. 

2. Special needs schools should be encouraged to have teachers trained in 
deaf education. 

3. Resource material to be provided to all CBR workers, teachers in special 
schools, those working in the SSA, SCERT, ENT Departments of hospitals in the 
Mizo language on the UN Convention on the Rights of Children, the 
Disability Act, the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities 
and the Right to Free and Compulsory Elementary Education Act 2009.   

4. Many more awareness materials need to be made available to support the 
field work. 

5. It is recommended that VAANI acquire copies of the documentary film, 
Malsawmi, and advocate for its screening on state TV or during workshops, 
seminars and other public programmes.   

6. There is an urgent need for the government to persuade private transport 
operators in Mizoram to provide free transport to those holding disability 
cards as a special case since there are very few government buses 
available outside of Aizawl.  This can only strengthen the government’s 
efforts to make aids and appliances, testing and follow up services 
accessible to the rural communities in particular.  While the NGOs can take 
the initiative in organizing some meetings for this, the lead has to be taken 
by the government. 

7. Every effort should be made to provide quality education at least up to 
class VIII for deaf children as this is their right under the Right to Free and 
Compulsory Elementary Education Act, 2009.  Those children, who are 
interested to study further, should be encouraged to take the NOS 
examinations. 

8. The government should seriously consider increasing the number of posts for 
audiologists and improve the working environment for those that do exist so 
as to improve the quality of testing and therapeutic services for children 
(and adults). 

9. The government should also consider creating at least one ear-mould 
making lab in one of the civil hospitals.  In due course, these can be 
increased.  Children will then be encouraged to wear their hearing aids 
regularly. 

10. Training being offered to CBR projects by various donors/ funders needs to 
draw upon training resources where language is not a barrier.  Also, 
additional inputs for each area of disability should be provided if possible as 
this can only help in enhancing the quality of services that are being 
provided.  For instance, information on hearing aids, their maintenance, 
types and kinds, would be of great benefit at the field level. 

11. The role of the print and electronic media in raising awareness on disability 
issues is almost non-existent.  The government and NGOs should hold 
workshops for media personnel so that they understand the needs of PWDs 
and can highlight where services are available and how they can be 
accessed. 
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Annexure 1 
   LIST OF PEOPLE MET AND ORGANISATIONS 

VISITED 
 
 

Government: 

Ms Dini 
Director of Social Welfare 
Government of Mizoram 
Aizawl 

Mr Vanlalnghaka Zote  
Deputy Director of Social Welfare 
Government of Mizoram 
Aizawl 

Ms Diki 
Deputy Director, Social Welfare 
(in charge of Vocational Training) 
SCERT 
Government of Mizoram 
Aizawl 

Ms Vanlaldiki Sailo  
Special Education Officer 
Chaltang  
Aizawl 
Mobile :  9436141825 

Ms Lalrenfeli 
Audiologist/Speech Therapist 
Civil Hospital 
Aizawl 
Mobile : 9862580344 

Dr Margarent Zama 
Department of English 
University of Mizoram 
Mizoram 
Mobile: 09436142413 

Ms R Lalhmadhuani 
Audiologist & Speech Therapist 
NIOH 
Chatlang 
Aizawl 

 

Non-Government 

Sister Rose Paithe 
Director 
Ferrando Integrated Women 
Development Centre 
Zion Veng, Durtlang 
Aizawl  
Tel : 2362336 

Father Lawrence Kennedy  
Director 
Zorain Entu Pawl 
M G Road, Upper Khatla  
Aizawl  
Mobile : 09436352996 

Angela 
Director 
Centre for Peace and Development 
Aizawl 
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Annexure 2 

PWD ACT, 1995  
THE PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES  

(EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES, PROTECTION OF RIGHTS 
AND FULL PARTICIPATION) ACT, 1995 

EDUCATION  

26. The appropriate Governments and the local authorities shall-  

(a) Ensure that every child with a disability has access to free education 
in an appropriate environment till he attains the age of eighteen 
years;  

(b) Endeavour to promote the integration of students with disabilities in 
the normal schools; 

(c) Promote setting up of special schools in Government and private 
sector for those in need of special education, in such a manner that 
children with disabilities living in any part of the country have access 
to such schools; 

(d) Endeavour to equip the special schools for children with disabilities 
with vocational training facilities. 

27. The appropriate Governments and the local authorities shall by notification 
make schemes for- 

(a) Conducting part-time classes in respect of children with disabilities 
who having completed education up to class fifth and could not 
continue their studies on a whole-time basis; 

(b) Conducting special part-time classes for providing functional literacy 
for children in the age group of sixteen and above; 

(c) Imparting non-formal education by utilizing the available manpower 
in rural areas after giving them appropriate orientation; 

(d) Imparting education through open schools or open universities; 
(e) Conducting class and discussions through interactive electronic or 

other media;  
(f) Providing every child with disability free of cost special books and 

equipment needed for his education. 

28. The appropriate Governments shall initiate or cause to be initiated research 
by official and non-governmental agencies for the purpose of designing and 
developing new assistive devices, teaching aids, special teaching materials or 
such other items as are necessary to give a child with disability equal 
opportunities in education. 

29. The appropriate Governments shall set up adequate number of teachers' 
training institutions and assist the national institutes and other voluntary 
organizations to develop teachers' training programmes specializing in 
disabilities so that requisite trained manpower is available for special schools 
and integrated schools for children with disabilities. 
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30. Without prejudice to the foregoing provisions, (be appropriate 
Governments shall by notification prepare a comprehensive education 
scheme which shall make Provision for- 

(a) Transport facilities to the children with disabilities or in the alternative 
financial incentives to parents or guardians to enable their children 
with disabilities to attend schools. 

(b) The removal of architectural barriers from schools. colleges or other 
institution, imparting vocational and professional training; 

(c) The supply of books, uniforms and other materials to children with 
disabilities attending school. 

(d) The grant of scholarship to students with disabilities. 
(e) Setting up of appropriate fora for the redressal of grievances of 

parent, regarding the placement of their children with disabilities; 
(f) Suitable modification in the examination system to eliminate purely 

mathematical questions for the benefit of blind students and 
students with low vision; 

(g) Restructuring of curriculum for the benefit of children with disabilities; 
(h) Restructuring the curriculum for benefit of students with hearing 

impairment to facilitate them to take only one language as part of 
their curriculum. 
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Annexure 3 

REHABILITATION COUNCIL ON INDIA ACT, 1992   

An Act to provide for the constitution of Rehabilitation Council of India for 
regulating the training of rehabilitation professionals and the maintenance of 
a Central Rehabilitation Register and for Matters connected therewith or 
incidental thereto.   

“rehabilitation professional" means-  

1. audiologists and speech therapists; clinical psychologists;  
2. hearing aid and ear mould technicians;  
3. rehabilitation engineers and technicians;  
4. special teachers for educating and training the handicapped;  
5. vocational counsellors, employment officers and placement officers 

dealing with handicapped;  
6. multi-purpose rehabilitation therapists, technicians;                or  
7. such other category of professionals as the Central Government may, 

in consultation with the Council, notify from time to time;  

 

Ali Yavar Jung National Institute for Hearing Handicapped 

Ali Yavar Jung National Institute for the Hearing Handicapped (NIHH), 
Mumbai, was established on 9th August, 1983 under the Societies Registration 
Act, 1860, as an autonomous body and under the administrative control of 
the Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment.  

Objectives 

• Development of manpower by undertaking or sponsoring the training 
of trainees and teachers, employment officers, psychologists, 
vocational counsellors and such other personnel as may be deemed 
necessary by the institute for promoting the education, training or 
rehabilitation of the hearing handicapped.  

• To conduct, sponsor, coordinate and subsidize research into all aspects 
of the education and rehabilitation of the hearing handicapped.  

• To develop model services for rehabilitation of the hearing 
handicapped.  

• To serve as an apex information and documentation centre in the area 
of hearing handicapped.  

The Institute has its regional centers in Calcutta, New Delhi and Hyderabad 
and a State collaborated Centre in Bhubaneswar. In addition to this, the 
Institute also runs a Training Centre for the Adult Deaf in Hyderabad.  
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Programmes 

Manpower Development 

• B.Ed (Deaf)  
• B.Sc (Audiology and Speech Pathology and B.Sc., Hearing, Language 

and Speech, HLS)  
• Diploma in Education of the Deaf  
• Diploma in Communication Disorders  
• B.Ed (Deaf) and B.Sc (Audiology and Speech Pathology) & B.Sc (HLS) 

are conducted in Bombay and are affiliated to The University of 
Bombay; B.Ed (Deaf) is also being conducted at Eastern Regional 
Centres, Calcutta and B.Sc (Ed) & B.Sc (HLS) at Southern Regional 
Centre, Hyderabad with affiliation to Calcutta and Osmania 
Universities respectively. The other two Diploma Courses have been 
recognized by the Rehabilitation Council of India.  

• The Institute also conducts short term training programs to meet the 
demands of professionals and those in academics; unable to get 
admission for long-term training programs; or for those who could not 
get training and are already working in voluntary, non-governmental 
organizations and other institutions dealing with rehabilitation of the 
hearing and speech impaired 
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Annexure 4 

UN CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PEOPLE WITH 
DISABILITIES RATIFIED BY INDIA 

 
Article 24 - Education 

1. States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to education. 
With a view to realizing this right without discrimination and on the basis of 
equal opportunity, States Parties shall ensure an inclusive education system 
at all levels and lifelong learning directed to: 

The full development of human potential and sense of dignity and self-
worth, and the strengthening of respect for human rights, fundamental 
freedoms and human diversity 

2. In realizing this right, States Parties shall ensure that: 

a. Persons with disabilities are not excluded from the general education 
system on the basis of disability, and that children with disabilities are not 
excluded from free and compulsory primary education, or from 
secondary education, on the basis of disability;  

b. Persons with disabilities can access an inclusive, quality and free primary 
education and secondary education on an equal basis with others in 
the communities in which they live;  

c. Reasonable accommodation of the individual’s requirements is 
provided;  

d. Persons with disabilities receive the support required, within the general 
education system, to facilitate their effective education;  

e. Effective individualized support measures are provided in environments 
that maximize academic and social development, consistent with the 
goal of full inclusion. 

3. States Parties shall enable persons with disabilities to learn life and social 
development skills to facilitate their full and equal participation in 
education and as members of the community. To this end, States Parties 
shall take appropriate measures, including: 

a. Facilitating the learning of Braille, alternative script, augmentative and 
alternative modes, means and formats of communication and 
orientation and mobility skills, and facilitating peer support and 
mentoring;  

b. Facilitating the learning of sign language and the promotion of the 
linguistic identity of the deaf community;  

c. Ensuring that the education of persons, and in particular children, who 
are blind, deaf or deafblind, is delivered in the most appropriate 
languages and modes and means of communication for the individual, 
and in environments which maximize academic and social 
development.  
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4. In order to help ensure the realization of this right, States Parties shall 
take appropriate measures to employ teachers, including teachers with 
disabilities, who are qualified in sign language and/or Braille, and to train 
professionals and staff who work at all levels of education. Such training 
shall incorporate disability awareness and the use of appropriate 
augmentative and alternative modes, means and formats of 
communication, educational techniques and materials to support persons 
with disabilities. 

Ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, including equal access to health, education and recreational 
services, by children with disabilities and children with special needs, ensure 
the recognition of their dignity, promote their self-reliance, and facilitate their 
active participation in the community 
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Annexure 5 

LIST OF STATE SCHEMES (SOURCE: DEPARTMENT 
OF SOCIAL WELFARE, GOVERNMENT OF MIZORAM)  
 
1. Scheme of Assistance to Disabled Persons for purchase and  fitting of Aids 

and Appliances (ADIP) 
 

Under the ADIP Scheme of Government of India, the State Government has 
provision of Aids & Appliances to the needy and poor handicapped free of 
cost basis. These Aids & Appliances are provided to the handicapped 
beneficiaries on fulfilment of certain formalities, where-in the aids are physically 
provided through NGOS / DDRCs etc. 
    
2. Disability Pension (STATE SCHEME) 
 
This Scheme was introduced in 1996-97 and disability pension is given to 200 
handicapped persons who are blind and bedridden @ Rs.250/- per month per 
head w.e.f. 2007 – 2008. The number of beneficiaries during 2010 – 2011 is 200. 
 
3. Economic Rehabilitation  (State Scheme) 

 
Grant-in-Aid is given in cash to  handicapped persons as per individual need 
viz. Pig rearing, Petty business, Poultry which are given in cash at the rate of Rs. 
2000/- or rs.1500/- per annum respectively. 
 
In addition, sewing machines and cobbler tools are given in kind. During 2010-
2011, there were172 beneficiaries including Prosthetic Aids (Artificial Limb 
Fitting). 
 
4. Stipend to Educated unemployed Allowance (State scheme) 
 
The scheme was introduced in 1997-1998 and educated persons with 
disabilities who are registered in the Employment Exchange for more than 3 
years and who could not be placed in any gainful occupation are given 
stipend @ Rs. 250/- per month per head. During 2010-2011, there were 25 
beneficiaries under this scheme. 

 
5. Handicapped Student stipend (State Scheme) 

 
Under this Scheme, handicapped students who are enrolled in the institutions 
are given stipend for purchase of books, uniforms etc. at the rate shown below: 

 Upto Class IV  ~ Rs. 30/- p.m. per student 
 Class V- Class VII ~ Rs. 40/- p.m. per student 
 Class VIII-Class XII ~ Rs. 85/- p.m. per student 

 
It can be availed after giving report to the District Social Welfare Office (DSWO) 
Saiha/Lunglei/Aizawl East and Aizawl West by the concerned Institution and 
should not be more than 3 students from 1 Institution. 
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6. Handicapped training Centre (State Scheme) 
 

Training Centre in the trade of tailoring and shoe-making for both male and 
female handicapped persons are run by the state Government at Aizawl and 
Lunglei. Hostel facility is also provided separately for males and females at 
Aizawl and Lunglei. Sewing machines, Treadle Machines and Cobbler Tools are 
given free of cost to the trainees after completion of one year training. During 
2010-2011, there were 77 beneficiaries. 

 
7. National Programme for Rehabilitation of persons with disabilities (NPRPD) 

(State scheme) 
 

The NPRPD is a new Central sector Scheme launched during 1999-2000. The 
basic objective is providing comprehensive rehabilitation services to persons 
with disabilities (PWDs). The Government of India released funds for the 
Programme up to 2001-2002 and the state Government continues the 
programme from its own resources w.e.f. 2004-2005. 

 
8. Assessment and Certification Camp 

 
Assessment and Certification Camp for persons with Disabilities were jointly held 
with Health Department, SCERT and Social Welfare Department at District and 
Block Level during 2009-2010. The Certificates of the disable persons are given 
I.D. Cards on the spot and the number of certificate issued till February 7, 2012  
is 7205 (Seven Thousand Two Hundred and Five). 
 

Before Certification Camp 1321 

1st Phase (17th june-10th July, 2009) 3027 

2nd Phase (19th Oct.-13th Nov., 2009) 579 

3rd Phase (20th April-24th April, 2010) 235 

4th Phase (13th Aug.-3rd Sep, 2010)  535 

Between 1st and 4th Phase  380 

Ngopa on 30th Nov., 2010 56 

Siha on 19th Jan, 2011 67 

Lawngtlai on 20th Jan, 2011  65 

Between 4th Phase till date 238 

i) Project Level-Zawlnuam (23rd June, 2011) 18 

ii) Project Level-Mamit (24th June, 2011) 51 

iii) Project Level- Thingdawl (8th July,2011) 64 

iv) Project Level- Khowyaul (28th July, 2011) 157 

Total 6793 



 

Status of deaf children in Mizoram – a VAANI report 
 

35 

And to facilitate issuance of disability Certificate, Health and Family 
Welfare department issued O.M. No.J. 11011/9/2006-HFW Dt.12.8.2009, the 
following procedure for issue of Disability Certificate besides constitution of 
Medical Board in all the 8(eight) Districts. 
 
(1) Any single specialist in the line of disability may issue such certificate. 
(2) Also keeping in mind that any officer is transferable, the issue of such 

certificate may be permitted to individual specialist of relevant line of 
disability without specifying name of specialist. 

(3) The existing Medical Board for certifying disabled persons will certify only 
cases of Multiple Disabilities. 
 

9. District Disability Rehabilitation Centre (DDRC) 
 

For rehabilitation of persons with disability at the grass root level, the Ministry of 
Social Justice and Empowerment with the support of the state Government has 
set up 3(three) DDRCs in Mizoram and function with a broad objective of 
identifying, early detection, providing assistive devices and providing 
Orientation Training to teachers, Community members working in the field of 
disability etc. 
 
The 3 (three) District Disability Rehabilitation Centre in Mizoram are: 

 
i. Christian Hospital, Serkawn, Lunglei 
ii. Society for the Mentally Handicapped Kolasib and Mamit District. 
iii. Indian Red cross Society, Mizoram State Branch. 

 
10. Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme (DDRS) : 

 
Project/Schemes proposed by NGOs are inspected by the Department and 
recommended to the state level Committee. Selected projects are forwarded 
to the concerned Ministry of Central Government to receive grant-in-aid. 

 
11. Loan Scheme under National Handicapped Finance and Development 

Corporation (NHFDC) 
 

To promote economic development activities and self-employment ventures 
for the benefit of Persons with Disabilities. The Government of Mizoram has 
nominated Mizoram Rural Bank as the State Chanellising Agency (SCA) of the 
National Handicapped Finance and Development Corporation and the 
officials of MIzoram Rural Bank and Social Welfare Department have taken 
necessary action for effective implementation of the scheme during 2009-2010. 
Initially Rs. 50 lakhs is sanctioned by the NHFDC whish is distributed at identified 
branches of Rural Bank in the 7 (seven) District and 3(three) branches in Aizawl 
District. During 2009-2010 there were 122 beneficiaries.  
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12. National Trust : 
 

The Spastic Society of Mizoram is a state Nodal Agency Centre and is a 
voluntary organisation working for the different disabilities under the National 
Trust and the Society is affiliated to the National Trust, New Delhi. With the best 
of its capacity the society is doing whatever it can to help the Persons with 
Disabilities. A local-level Committee is formed in all the 8 (Eight) District of 
Mizoram and Legal Guardianship is the main issue dealt by the Local Level 
Committee.  
 
13. Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities : 
 
The Government of Mizoram notified creation of the under mentioned 
11(Eleven) post for the office of the State Commissioner for Persons with 
Disabilities and necessary action is being taken to fill these posts. 
 

i. Assistant Commissioner   ~ 1 post 
ii. Research cum Programme Assistant ~ 1 post 
iii. Assistant     ~ 1 post 
iv. Sign Language Interpreter   ~ 1 post 
v. Personal Assistant/Steno Gr. III  ~ 1 post 
vi. UDC~cum~Cashier    ~ 1 post 
vii. LDC~cum~Cashier    ~ 1 post 
viii. IV Grade/Chowkidar/Peon   ~ 3 posts 

 
14. Scheme for Implementation of persons with disabilities Act, 1995 (SIPDA) : 

 
The Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment has been implementing a 
scheme of providing financial assistance for providing barrier free environment 
in important Government Buildings etc. which include ramps, rails, lifts, 
adaptation of toilets for wheel chair users, Braille signage etc. and for making 
Government website at the State/District levels accessible to persons with 
disabilities. 
 
During 2010-2011, the Ministry has sanctioned a sum of Rs. 20 lakhs (Rupees 
Twenty lakhs) to the Government oh Mizoram vide Integrated Finance Division 
of Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment No. 1089 A/JS&FA/2011 
Dt.28.3.2011. 
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Annexure- 6 
LEGAL FRAMEWORK TO SUPPORT CHILDREN WITH 

DISABILITIES AND THEIR FAMILIES 

 
• Under the Indian Constitution, all children are guaranteed equal rights. 

Further, as a signatory to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the UN 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as well as the 
Millennium Development Goals, India is further obliged to protect the rights 
of children with disabilities to develop their full capacities.  Each of these 
makes special reference to education for all children, regardless of their 
socio-economic or disability status. 

 
• In India, the Government has introduced various Acts in support of children 

and adults with disabilities.  These include:  
 

• Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Protection and Full 
Participation) Act, 1996 

 
• National Trust Act of 1999 – this is currently under revision as the Act does not 

cover the full range of disabilities 
 

• More recently, the Right to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 aims 
at ensuring that every child in India in the age group of 6-14 has the right to 
go to school, in fact must go to school, regardless of gender, caste, religion 
or ability.  Children should be in age appropriate age classes and this 
means that at age 14, children should be in Class VIII, or at least Class VII. 

 
• In addition, under the Juvenile Justice Act, 2006, special homes have been 

set up for children with disabilities in the country for those in need of care 
and protection.  There are however not enough homes and many children 
who are abandoned find themselves in centers for children and young 
people with mental health problems or criminal backgrounds.  Moreover, 
the budgetary provisions for these homes are inadequate and the staff is 
not suitably trained to provide quality care and other services to children.  
For deaf children, lack of sign language skills among the service providers 
exacerbates their situation. 

 
• The Government of India established 4 National Institutes to oversee policy 

making for persons with disabilities in India.  These are the National Institute 
for the Hearing Impaired (Mumbai), National Institute for Visually Impaired 
(Dehradun), National Institute for Orthopaedically Handicapped (Kolkata) 
and the National Institute for Mental Health in Hyderabad.  Each of the 
centers also offers support in the other branches of disability.  Facilities in 
these institutions include training, testing, surgery where appropriate, 
provision of aids and appliances and support for assessment camps where 
possible.  These institutes have branches in different states with specialists 
operating from either SCERT or similar organizations. 
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• The Government also introduced a system of Disability Cards for 
children and adults which allows free travel in public transport systems and 
the railways.  In fact on the trains, this facility extends to one person 
accompanying the disabled child or adult. However, it does not apply to 
private transport providers and this acts as a major barrier in many states 
where private buses far exceed those provided by the state transport 
department.  Mizoram is one example. 

 
• Families with adults with disabilities receive Rs. 200 as a pension per adult 

aged 18 and above who is disabled.  This is a central government scheme 
while the states are expected to contribute a matching amount.   
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Annexure- 7 

VAANI IN MIZORAM 
 
VAANI is the first organization to have started work on deafness in Mizoram from 
October 2009. Awareness and sensitization workshops for teachers and parents with 
the help of Spastic Society of Mizoram and Ferrando Integrated Women Development 
Centre paved the way for VAANI’s work there and since then there has been no 
looking back. 
 
It is the third State in the Northeast after Assam and Meghalaya that VAANI has started 
to work in. VAANI’s strategy of work has been of working in partnership with existing 
local organisations to ensure sustainability of its work in the area. Partnerships with 
Spastics Society of Mizoram and Ferrando Integrated Women Development Centre 
were established in November 2009 to reach out to deaf children, their families and the 
communities across the eight districts of Mizoram.  
 
To ensure that the needs of deaf children and parents are addressed in a professional 
manner across the state, VAANI has also been providing awareness, orientation and 
skill training to the SSA functionaries in Mizoram and the teachers of the State Council 
for Education, Research and Training (SCERT). 
 
Parents of deaf children from the Gilead School, the SSA network and from the 
Ferrando Integrated Women Development Centre in Mizoram have also been 
participating in VAANI’s Awareness and Skills Training Workshops. These parents felt that 
they benefitted from the workshops, and parents from our partner organizations began 
meeting regularly and have felt the need to come together as a group. From within 
the group, some parents have been identified as Parent leaders who would receive 
intensive training from VAANI to help take forward work with families of deaf children in 
the various districts of Mizoram. 
 
An attempt was made by VAANI to fill the lacuna that exists in the early identification 
of deaf children by conducting three one day sessions on deafness for about 150 
Anganwadi workers of Tlangnuam, Thingsulthliah, Darlawn, Phullen and Aibawk blocks 
of Aizawl recently in May’12. Supported by VAANI, activities during the ‘World Deaf 
Week’ including a ‘TV Talk Show with representatives from various government 
departments’ in September were organized by the partner organizations to create 
mass awareness in the State.  
 
With the support of all the stakeholder groups including the government, VAANI hopes 
to fulfill its mission in Mizoram. 

 
 
  VAANI, Deaf Children’s Foundation would like to 

acknowledge the support extended by… 
 
The Directorate of Social Welfare, Mizoram 
Sarba Siksha Abhijan 
Ferrando Integrated Women Development Centre  
Spastic Society of Mizoram  
Jamshetji Tata Trust… and especially, 
Ms. Veena Lakhumalani (external consultant, VAANI) 

 
….in the process of conducting this study 
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