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Dear Friends, 

Its time again for the VAANI e- newsletter. With the festivities around us the VAANI team has 
been involved in various activities. 

 

 

CHILDREN OF MASAR 

DID YOU KNOW – A village in Meghalaya consists of 23 families where each of these families has 
one or more deaf members 

The village of Masar in Meghalaya is inhabited by the Nongsten tribe. People in the village 
believe the mothers have become the carriers of the disability. On a fact finding visit the VAANI 
team found that the members of the tribe communicated amongst themselves by lip reading, 
and using gestures and facial expressions. The children have not received any training to help 
them communicate nor have they received any formal education. The VAANI team explained 
the importance of educating the deaf children from initial years and the programme initiated 
helps develop literacy and communication between the deaf children and their parents. VAANI 
is the first NGO to have started work in this village. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                             

  

 
 

 

PARENTS SENSITIZATION MEETING 

 

 
                             Mother at the sensitisation meeting at the VAANI office in Guwahati 

On the 21st of August 8 mothers of deaf children came together at the VAANI office in 
Guwahati. Helping mothers stay positive and remain a positive influence in their child’s life is one 
of the aims of these meetings. Through this meeting the mothers realised that they need to 
include their deaf children in all family activities to prevent them from isolation. They recognised 
the need to encourage their children to communicate by any means that their child was 
comfortable with, either by sign language or speech or both. One of the mothers, Mrs. Sangita 
Doloi, who attended this meeting and has been involved with some of the activities at VAANI 
over the past year and a half commented ‘I have now understood that communication is more 
important in the development of language than speaking’. 

WORLD DEAF WEEK 

The last week in September is observed as World Deaf Week or Deaf Awareness Week. Cities all 
over the world participate in a week-long, world-wide effort to make citizens more informed 
about deafness and hearing loss and to celebrate the culture, heritage, and language unique 
to individuals who are deaf. This particular week of the year is chosen because of its significance 
commemorating the very first World Congress of the Deaf which was held in Rome, Italy in 1951. 

 

 

 



                                                             

  

 
 

World Deaf Week  September 24th – 30th 2009 
                                                                                                                   Designed by Nafisa Crishna 
VAANI Deaf Children’s Foundation brought issues related to deafness to the forefront during this 
week with support from various organisations. Posters were put up in some prominent stores 
including ‘Fabindia’ and ‘Tanz’ in Guwahati. Reynolds and Kathleens in Kolkata carried 
communicative posters on deafness. Bookmarks stressing the importance of communication for 
young deaf children were distributed during the week. 

The Sarla Birla School in Guwahati conducted various activities that brought awareness towards 
deafness during this period. 

 In Assam newspapers like the Assam Tribute, The Sentinel, and the Times of India carried articles 
about the significance of World Deaf Week as well as information about deafness and VAANI’s 
activities. 

Awareness Building Activities 

An ongoing activity at VAANI is to reach out to hearing children and sensitise them towards the 
feelings and emotions of deaf children in our country. The VAANI team is accompanied by a 
deaf role model during these awareness programmes. For most hearing children the awareness 
programme proves to be their first interaction with a deaf person. 

VAANI conducted an awareness programme on deafness at St. James School in August 2009 for 
classes 3 and 4. The students enjoyed interacting with Jhooma our deaf role model and asked 
her several questions. They were amazed when Jhooma told them that she traveled to work 
independently by bus everyday. 



                                                             

  

 
 

 

The VAANI team visited Heritage School, Kolkata in September 2009. Classes 3 and 4 were in 
attendance. The children were informed about how sound is related to the formation of 
language. The students related to the topics discussed and asked specific questions related to 
deafness. They were quick to pick up a few basic signs. 

 
Awareness activity at Sarala Birla School, Guwahati 

A similar programme was conducted at Sarala Birla School, in Guwahati Assam for a group of 25 
students. Mrs Ajita Gohain, VAANI’s State Project Officer in Assam interacted with the students, 
who expressed a desire to start a club called ‘Dhwani’ working on issues around deafness. The 
children were taught a few basic signs from the Indian Sign Language. Teachers and students 
expressed a desire to learn the basics of sign language.  

Number of programmes  Number of individuals 
sensitised 

Sensitised individuals 
championing VAANI’s 
cause 

3 700 25 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Deaf children face a complete disconnect from the world around them. This results in isolation 
and a feeling of desperate loneliness within the child. We at VAANI stress that parents of deaf 
children, teachers and lay people need to understand that deafness is a very complex disability 
and that being deaf results in the inability to develop language. Establishing a mode of 
communication through any means be this speech or sign language is necessary for the 
development of a deaf child. 

 

 



                                                             

  

 
 

DID YOU KNOW 

According to 2005 estimates by the World Health Organization (WHO), 278 million people 
worldwide have moderate to profound hearing loss in both ears.  

FEEDBACK 

We look forward to hearing your thoughts and ideas. If you would like us to forward any 
information on deafness please let us know. VAANI has a facebook group at entitled ‘Friends of 
VAANI’. We are always on the lookout  to recruit new Friends of VAANI. 

Happy Diwali to you all 

Best wishes  

The VAANI Team  
 

 

 

All donations to VAANI Deaf Children’s Foundation are exempt from Income Tax under section 80G of the IT 
Act, 1961 

 

 

 

 


