
 “Hello. My name is Ayesha Ali. I’m 8 
years old and I live with my family in the 

slums of  Bibibagan, Ward 56, West Bengal. When I 
was a toddler, I was disciplined, quiet and never threw 
a tantrum like my siblings. My parents used to be very 
proud of  my good behaviour. 

Then, one day, when I was about 3 years old, my 
mother accidently dropped a large stainless steel 
container right near me. The sound was so deafening 
that she had to cover her ears immediately. Imagine 
her surprise, when she realised that i was still playing 
with my toys as if  nothing had happened.
 
A visit to the audiologist confirmed that I suffered 
from deafness. And one of  the causes was an epileptic 
fit that had occurred when I was 6 days old. My 
parents were left with little or no choice but to admit 
me into a special school at Salt Lake called the Ideal 
School for the Deaf. 

VAANI Deaf  Children’s Foundation conducted a 
screening camp for Ward 56 on the 16th of  March, 
2010. With the help of  some tests, they identified my 
level of  deafness but were not satisfied with my level of 

mental development. 
They felt that just 
going to school was 
not good enough. 
They wanted my 
parents to 
understand my 
disability and learn 
how to actually 
communicate with 
me. 

The VAANI team started to educate my parents about 
deafness. My mother and i began to visit the VAANI 
Resource Centre regularly. The teachers were very 
helpful. They taught me to communicate via special 
teaching aids. They also taught my mother special 
skills, so she could communicate with me using sign 
language and gestures. 

I am now a happy, active child. I don’t keep quiet 
anymore because I have learnt how to express myself  
and my feelings. Sometimes, it is still hard when 
people can’t understand me, but I don’t lose hope, I 
just try all over again.”       

Hearing Ayesha

Ayesha at VAANI’sResource Centre,in ward 56



Imagine feeling completely disconnected from the 
world around you because all you can hear is 
silence. The very thought is disconcerting, isn’t it? 
This is the world as experienced by a deaf  child. 
And the distress faced by 81% of  parents of  deaf  
children, who cannot even communicate with their 
child unless they learn the appropriate 
communication skills. 

 

Deafness is generally diagnosed late among 
children in India - as late as when they are three 
years old - due to lack of  awareness about the 
issues that surround childhood deafness. An 
undiagnosed 3 year old will know only about 25 
words, compared to over 1000 words for a hearing 
child of  the same age. When the hearing loss is 
partial or moderate, the child suffers through 
garbled ambient sounds and therefore cannot 
correctly repeat what he or she hears. As a result, 
the frustrated child cannot formulate language 
appropriately.

Did You Know?
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Voice for deaf children



10th June 2010, saw VAANI successfully 
organising its first fundraiser of  the year. 

The 3-day event comprised of  an exhibition and art 
show, which showcased young, upcoming artists of  
Bengal. 

The event was hosted by Mr. Zubin Songadwala, 
General Manager, ITC Sonar, Kolkata. The Chief  Guest 
at the function was Dasho Tsering Wangda, Consul 
General of  Bhutan, with the Guest of  Honour being 
Mrs. Bharti Deveshwar, President of  the ITC Ladies 
Society who inaugurated the show. 

At VAANI, we organize events like these to help raise 
funds to bring 
the basic 
essentials of  
language and 

communication into the 
lives of  deaf  children and 
their families and create 
awareness about 
deafness in children. 

The Art show brought 
about a distinct synergy 
between our cause and 
the event. Artists 
express themselves 
through visual 
mediums and use 
creativity as a method 
of  expression, just like 
we teach the children 
and their parents to do. 

The event turned out to be a huge success with a large 
number of  art enthusiasts and VAANI supporters 
attending. We sincerely hope to be a part of  more 
such fundraising events in the future.

Fundraising Art Show
HAPPENINGS:

Mrs. Crishna, Director, 

VAANI addressing the 

audience at the event

Mrs. Deveshwar with the Consul General of Bhutan



VAANI has been working with a local NGO Pandua Pratibandhi 
Kalyan Samity, in the Hooghly district of West Bengal. In the 
�rst week of June, we conducted a 3-day training programme 
which involved 10 community workers from PPKS and ten 
parents of deaf children. 

Our trainers regularly conduct training programmes such as 
these for parents and community workers. Here, we teach 
them skills which help them to communicate and educate 
their children. The objective is to instil con�dence into the 
parents so that they can e�ectively communicate with their 
child, as well as pass on these skills to other families of 
children su�ering from this disability. 

The sessions conducted at PPKS stressed on alphabet 
recognition, information on how to build on a child’s 
vocabulary and methods of building on the language and the 
child’s reading skills through role play and demonstrations. 

Training Programme

ACTIVITIES: 

Parents with their children at the training programme 



Best Wishes,

The VAANI Team

Deaf children face complete detachment from 
their environment. Making them feel included is 

necessary to create a sense of belonging. One of the ways in 
which we bring about this security is by holding Social and 
Emotional Needs workshops at regular intervals for all our 
current projects.

In May, the venue for the workshop was the School and 
Centre for Hearing Handicapped Children (SCHHC) in 
Shillong. Here, we gave the parents a platform to talk about 
the di�culties and anxieties they faced in relation to the 
growth and development of their child. 

The parents consulted with the VAANI team, who helped 
them come to terms with their child’s needs. It also taught 
them the importance of interaction and communication with 
their child. 

We’ve been heard:

Our commitment to the cause has brought out the following 
results. In the last year, VAANI has been able to: 

• Reach out to over 2000 children and families
• Continue developing our work in Maharashtra, Gujarat, West  
 Bengal, Assam and initiate work in 2 more States in the North  
 East, Meghalaya and Mizoram 
• Start services in slums in 4 municipal wards in Kolkata
• Develop and disseminate more needs-based awareness material  
 in state languages

VAANI looks forward to more success stories like Ayesha Ali. 
And we hope to continue to be a voice for deaf children. Do 
support us. So we can VISIBLY SUPPORT AN INVISIBLE 
HANDICAP.

All donations made to ‘VAANI Deaf Children’s Foundation’ are 
exempt from Income Tax under section 80G of the IT Act, 
1961. 

Workshops
ACTIVITIES: 


