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Its time again for the VAANI e-newsletter. We at VAANI take this opportunity to wish all our friends 
and well wishers a happy and prosperous 2010.  

 
VAANI’s Director Mrs. Crishna addressing the audience at the fundraiser 

The year 2009 ended on a high note for the VAANI team. The stars in blue, who are seen 
supporting various charities, lent their support to VAANI, Deaf Children’s Foundation at our 
annual fundraising event on the 22nd of December 09. The fundraiser was conceptualised by 
former test cricketer Mr. Arun Lal and was held at the Crystal Room of the Taj Bengal. The 
cricketers of the Indian and Sri Lankan team arrived after their match in Cuttack and willingly 
gave their time to an evening that was orgainsed to highlight issues around childhood deafness. 
They generously donated their cricket gear from the 3rd ODI to help raise funds for VAANI. 
Cricket memorabilia was auctioned by Mr. Cyrus Madan. The memorabilia included a bat 
autographed by Saurav Ganguly, a pair of gloves worn by Sachin, Virendra Sehwag’s t-shirt, 
Harbhajan’s t-shirt; Gautam Gambhir’s gloves were auctioned off at this event.  

     
 

 



                                                                                                                                          

  

 

 

The enthusiastic response to the auction has given VAANI the much needed support it requires.  

At the fundraiser M Junction additionally announced that one of their portals www.straigntline.in 
would launch an online auction of cricket memorabilia. 

Programmes and Work shops 

VAANI carries out a variety of programmes for parents of deaf children, community workers and 
teachers of the deaf.  

Awareness programmes 

 
Mrs. Ajita Gohain conducting the awareness workshop at the Sarala Birla School 

This is a 30 minute programme where the VAANI team talks to school students to tell them what it 
is like to be born deaf and some of the issues deaf children face. A deaf role model is a part of 
these programmes. This interaction brings home a big truth, that if you want to communicate 
with some one, you can, and that even without the knowledge of sign language 
communication with deaf people is possible.  

During this quarter VAANI has conducted such programmes at the Heritage School and Joynal 
Educational Mission in Kolkata. Similar programmes have been held at the Sarala Birla School, 
and Marias School in Guwahati, Assam.  We have increased awareness of over 1300 hearing 
children through these programmes. An interesting programme was conducted at a basti near 
Pandua station, Hoogly, to create awareness among the basti – women about childhood 
deafness and the importance of early intervention. 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                          

  

 

 

Building Networks 

 
Parents coming together at our Guwahati office  

Parents of deaf children come together to share thoughts, ideas and concerns and gain 
strength from each other. The VAANI team of professionals supports these parents to get a 
better understanding on how to connect with their deaf child. 

 Such programmes have been conducted at our state office in Guwahati and at the  BDS 
Government School for the Deaf, Guwahati,  We also carried out similar programmes at the  
Spastic Society of Mizoram in Aizwal and Fernando speech and hearing center Barapani in 
Shillong in Meghalaya.  

Training workshops 

  

Children at the spastic society of Mizoram    Mrs. Sreela Bose conducting a programme at BDS 

 



                                                                                                                                          

  

 

Training workshops are run over a period of 1 day to 5 days. A variety of topics are taught 
including how to cope with the social and emotional needs and VAANI’s teams of professional 
trainers impart techniques on teaching skills to parents and community workers, using training 
and learning material that have been developed in-house.  Training workshops were carried out 
at BDS Government School for the Deaf, Guwahati, and  at the Spastic Society of Mizoram. 
Over 140  parents and community workers have attended these workshops in the past 3 months. 

We end with a story of Gulam and his mother, the newest members to become part of our 
programme:  

   

Gulam lives in one room with his parents                          Gulam’s mother earns a living by cooking 
and two sisters. Gulam's father is alcoholic.                      in people’s homes. She earns Rs. 150 per  
Gulam and his family eat one meal a day.                      month. 
 
Gulam is nine years old he lives with his parents and two sisters in Pandua in the Hooghly district 
of Bengal. Gulam’s father is an alcoholic and has sold Gulam’s hearing aids to satisfy his 
addiction. Gulam is full of spirit and a bright child, although does tend to get very aggressive at 
times.  He is very good at sports. The tiny room they live in is lined with his trophies – steel plates 
wrapped in plastic. When we visited Gulam’s home we were greeted with unmeasured 
hospitality and big smiles. We will keep you informed as Gulam progresses in his behaviour as his 
communication and learning improves!! 

The last quarter has been a busy and satisfying time at VAANI as we slowly but surly continue to 
reach out to more children and families!  

 



                                                                                                                                          

  

 

 

VAANI would like to thank all its friends and well wishers for their support and encouragement 
and look forward to your support and cooperation in the future. 

Best Wishes  

The VAANI Team 

Giving visible support to an invisible handicap 

 

 

 

 

 

 


