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Dear Friends, 
 
It’s time again for the VAANI E news letter. There has been a lot of activity during the 
last quarter of this financial year.   
 
We’d like to introduce you to Gulam, one of the children VAANI is working with. 
 
 
 
 
My name is Gulam. I was born deaf. I live with my parents 
and two siblings in a place called Pandua which is the 
Hooghly district of Bengal. When my mother first took me 
for admission to a general school close to my house, the 
teachers there told me that I would not be able to 
understand what was being taught in class because I 
couldn’t hear. This made me very sad and my mother 
was heartbroken.   
 
Protibhondi Kalyan Samity (PPKS) in Pandua is an NGO 
that works with deaf children like me. They fought for my 
rights and made it possible for me to attend class three 
days a week. I have made a lot of friends in school and 
am very good in sports.  On the other days of the week I 
attend classes at PPKS. My mother and the community 
workers at PPKS have learnt different ways of 
communicating with me.  
 
The VAANI special educator is teaching everyone at 
PPKS even better ways to communicate and teaches us 
reading and writing using sign language and other 
special techniques. My mother now communicates with 
me verbally and uses sign language as well. My mother 
finds it difficult to sign as she has arthritis. 

 Gulam 9 years of age. 
 

 
I have learnt the days of the week using sign language. The teachers in the school never 
gave me homework as I couldn’t understand what needed to be done and because I don’t 
have electricity at home. I now insist that they give me homework like the other students, and 
I sit under a street light and complete my work. Other people in my community have now 
started understanding what deafness means and are trying to communicate with me. 
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Family Day 
 

 The family day event was held at Bishops College grounds, Kolkata 
 
We had an amazing start to the year with our Family Day Event. The event was held in Kolkata 
on 6th February for 66 deaf children and their families. The purpose of organising Family Day is 
to bring together deaf children from various rural and urban schools of Kolkata for a day of 
fun and enjoyment. This day stresses on the importance of deaf children and their families to 
interact with each other. This event was welcomed by all and the participants got an 
opportunity to spend a carefree day filled with games and competitions. The children left the 
event happy with their gifts and prizes. VAANI thanks Mcleod Russell Pvt. Ltd. for their support 
in making this day a success. We were also supported in this event by the inner wheel club of 
Kolkata metropolitan, Camlin, ITC and Fruti. 
 
 

 Aurnob is a  pre primary student of Jem Kindergarten school 
 

One of the children who participated in the Family Day was little 4 year old Aurnob who 
thoroughly enjoyed the event. He had never attended such an event and interacted with so 
many deaf children. On reaching home, Aurnob could not stop talking about the various 
games .He played and was particularly excited about the box of crayons he received. His 
family was happy to see Aurnob communicate in his own special way and tell them all about 
the event. 
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Aurnob’s mother says, “I enjoyed meeting the other mothers at the event and hearing about 
how they handled the difficulties they face in their deaf child’s formative years. This made me 
feel that I was not alone and that there were many others out there with whom I can share 
my concerns.” 
 
New beginnings: 
 

           Screening camp held in ward 56 in Bibibagan, Kolkata. 
 

VAANI has started working for deaf children and their families in four wards in partnership with 
CINI Asha. The project titled ‘Creating New Horizons’ aims to identify deaf children in the 
community and provide timely intervention. A screening camp was organised on 16 March 
for approximately 70 deaf children. Children aged between 11months to 11 years were 
tested by an audiologist Dr. Saha. 15 children have been identified with suspected hearing 
loss. VAANI will be supporting these families with technical information about the different 
modes of communication available for these children. VAANI will be running resource centres 
where deaf children will come to be supported through our special educators. 
 
Ayesha Ali aged 7 was one of the deaf children identified during the screening camp. 
Ayesha studies at Ideal School for the deaf, in Salt Lake, Kolkata.  The audiologist conducted 
further tests at his clinic and hearing aids were provided on the basis of these tests. Unlike 
spectacles which immediately correct vision, individuals who start using hearing aids need to 
be trained to be able to comprehend and identify the sounds they are hearing from their 
environment. VAANI’s special educators are working with Ayesha and teaching her to use her 
hearing aids effectively.  
 
 
With your support, VAANI looks forward to more success stories like Gulam, Aurnob and 
Ayesha. Donations made to ‘VAANI Deaf Children’s Foundation is exempt from Income Tax 
under section 80G of the IT Act, 1961. 
 

Best Wishes , 
The VAANI Team. 


